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Welcome to our annual conference

“There is nothing permanent except change’
— Heraclitus:

It’s our great pleasure to welcome you to Winchester and online for our 2024 conference.

Our theme this year is change: the change philosophical education has delivered and the change it still
promises to make. In a year that has brought so much change to SAPERE, to our PAC community, to the
UK, and to the wider world, we invite you to consider how our collective work to advance philosophical
enquiry, has changed over the years; how it has changed us, our students, our staff, or our institutions;
the various ways our movement might change the education system or wider society; and the collective
changes we ought to make as a community of practice.

This year we are delighted to welcome as keynotes, Dr Darren Chetty and Dr Stephen Law.

Darren has spent almost thirty years philosophising with children and young people, and in that time a
lot has changed, yet still too little. Darren will argue that racism and anti-racism have remained largely
overlooked in P4C over the last 50 years and his talk will explore how we might change this.

Stephen is both an academic and public philosopher whose interests include the evolving public debate
around how best to raise good citizens. In today’s rapidly changing and potentially calamitous social
landscape, his arguments take on renewed significance.

This year we are hosted by our partners the Institute of Education at the University of Winchester where
P4C has been part of initial teacher education since 2013, changing the practice of hundreds of student
teachers and benefiting thousands of young people whom those students have gone on to teach. We're
grateful to Dr Rhiannon Love and colleagues for their ongoing passion for P4C. We are also pleased to
include on the programme, a special in-person meeting of the Winchester Advanced P4C Seminar and
we thank Dr Joanna Haynes and Dr Pat Hannam for co-ordinating this.

Finally, we would like to especially thank the 21 delegates who generously donated to SAPERE when
purchasing their own ticket. These donations have funded our bursary scheme and enabled us to widen

online and in-person access to this year’s conference.

With 25 contributors offering 18 sessions looking at topics as varied as mental health, music and
methodology, we think this conference will offer something for everyone.

We hope you enjoy the conversations.

Emma Swinn MBE Grace Lockrobin
Director of Operations and Development Director of Philosophy and Education

www.sapere.org.uk
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LECTURE THEATRE ROOM 401 ROOM 402 ROOM 403
09.30 - 10.00 COFFEE
On Becoming Something Else: A Pre-Conference Enquiry with Pieter Mostart (in lounge)
Welcome and Introduction
10.00 - 10.10 Grace Lockrobin
and Dr Rhiannon Love
Keynote: Raising Good Citizens in
Turbulent Times
10.10 - 11.00 Dr Stephen Law
Chair: Grace Lockrobin
Philosophy for Children and Transformation Al and philosophy: Untranslatability: Changing the
of School System in Africa: P4C and Oracy Empowerin F;:utureel'gli}\kers Way pupils Encounter Words in
11.10 - 12.00 a Case from Nigeria Neil Philipson P g the RE Classroom
. ) Adam Sturdee
Dr Leo Igwe [Online] Chair: Topsy Page Chair: Rosie Wilson Jane Yates
Chair: Emma Swinn air: mosie TIiso Chair: Ali GreenwellHall
LUNCH
12.00-13.00 Reels by Jonny Thompson @philosophyminis (in lounge)
Welcome Back
13.00 - 13.05 Emma Swinn
and Dr Patricia Hannam
Keynote: The Gated Community of Enquiry:
Racism and Philosophy for Children
13.05-13.55 Dr Darren Chetty
Chair: Dr Joanna Haynes
. . . . ‘The Tiger Hunt’: Philosophical
Phllosoph.lcal Practice, Normative Enquiry with the National Trust A Critical Thinking Centre . .
Pedagogical Proposal, Method: . . Music to My Mind
Helen Rowse & Simran Sandhu lighthouse . R
14.00 - 14.50 What Do We Mean? . - . Tugge Ebesek Buyikugurlu
) (National Trust) Grace Lockrobin Michael Parker . .
Ali GreenwellHall o ) } Chair: Kate Halliwell
@reie Br S e and Rosie Wilson (SAPERE) Chair: Anne Patrick
’ Chair: Dr David Locke
14.50 - 15.20 Sl
’ : Book sale and signing with Topsy Page, Peter Worley, Jason Buckey, & Tom Bigglestone (in lounge)
Children’s Mental Health and
Education as History Creation: Wellbeing: Using a CoPE as a Contextual and Corporeal
Securing the Legacies of Philosophy's Research Method to Enable Thinking:
15.20 - 16.10 Forgotten Women Dialogic and Democratic voice What Drama offers P4C
Lisa Whiting Winchester Advanced Dr Rhiannon Love & Gordon Poad, Grace Lockrobin
Chair: Emma Swinn P4C Seminar: Dr Victoria Randall and Kate Halliwell
‘Continuing a Community of Chair: Emma Goto
Enquiry with Ann Sharp’ Integrating Philosophical s . .
Dr Joanna Haynes Dialiguesginto Teazhing ‘5"" did you brn:g your k'd,s. books
Dr Patricia Hannam Practices with Philosophical in by mistake?': PAC and Picture
Does Philosophy Change? S e Books in the A-Level Classroom
16.15 - 17.05 Learning Situations
Peter Worley . Samuel McKavanagh
Chair: Jason Buckley Nadia Beaudry and Chair: Jane Yates
’ Dr Mathieu Gagnon ’
Chair: Topsy Page
Book Raffle
17.10 - 17.20 | with thanks to Bloomsbury & Routledge for
the donations
Plenary and Thanks
17.20 - 17.30 Grace Lockrobin

and Emma Swinn
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Nadia Beaudry & Dr Mathieu Gagnon

Nadia Beaudry has dedicated several years to facilitating and training teachers
in philosophy for children, working across schools, museums, and private
settings. She holds a Master’s degree in Philosophy from Université Laval
(Québec, Canada) and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. at the Faculty of Education
Sciences at Université Laval. Her doctoral research focuses on developing
support systems for teachers to integrate philosophical dialogues into their
classrooms. Nadia's research interests encompass creative thinking,
collaborative clinical reasoning, and the application of thinking skills in diverse
educational contexts.

With degrees in philosophy, philosophy of education and psychopedagogy,
Mathieu Gagnon is a full professor in the Faculty of Education at Université
Laval. He is leading the Collectif d.phi and the Groupe de recherche sur
I'éthique en éducation et en formation [Research Group on Ethics in Education
and Training]. He is particularly interested in the practice of philosophical
dialogue with children and adolescents, the development of critical thinking, the
didactics of ethics, the teacher’s professional ethics, the foundations of
education and the epistemological beliefs of students and teachers.

Integrating Philosophical Dialogues into Teaching Practices with Philosophical
Learning Situations

Philosophical dialogue (PD) as a pedagogical activity is recognised for its various
positive impacts on students, but its integration into teaching practices
encounters obstacles, not the least of which being the heavy curricular load.
Integrating PD into different school subjects seems promising, but questions
arise about its feasibility and its possible impacts. This presentation explores the
ways in which the integration of PD can be defined, implemented and
supported. To illustrate this investigation, the cases of the philosophical micro-
dialogues and of the Philosophical Learning Situations (Situations
d’Apprentissage Philosophique) are being addressed.

Tuggce Ebesek Biiytikugurlu

Tugce Ebesek Buyiikugurlu holds a graduate and MA degree from istanbull
University’s Classics Department, specialising in Latin Language and Literature.
She teaches students from pre-school to junior high and conducts workshops
for children, youth, and adults. She trains teachers through Philotopia P4C and
has organized PhiloTalks, bringing renowned P4C experts to Turkish educators.
A board member of SOPHIA, she also contributes to The Philosophy
Foundation and The Philosophy Man, and is accredited by Dialogue Works to
offer A-Z Thinking Moves training in Turkey. Tugce writes and translates
children’s books, including “Whatever You Want Machine,” “Desert Prince and
Ice,” and “The Hole in the Simit,” and has translated Peter Worley’s The If
Machine and The If Odyssey into Turkish.

Music to My Mind

We've conducted research with students aged 9-12 on the change doing
philosophy makes to their perception of aesthetics. The initial research
consisted of session on aesthetics, art and music. Then we extended the
research to a very specifically targeted group, a group of professional music
students and had more sessions with them on music to see the change doing
philosophy made in their understanding and perception of music. And our
research showed doing philosophy on music caused change in their thinking and
perception of music—on what they practice for long hours every day. We
believe this little group of students who take on a profession from a very young
age in a very intense education might set a good example on how doing
philosophy on things that matter to children in their everyday life in and out of
school plays a changing role.

Dr Darren Chetty

Dr Darren Chetty began philosophising with children in 1996. In 2014 he
received the Award for Excellence in Interpreting P4/wC from ICPIC. A former
SAPERE trustee, Darren has taught on SAPERE Level 1 and Level 3 courses and
developed P4C courses in antiracism and hip hop pedagogy. His essay in The
Good Immigrant is used by the Chartered College of Teachers and has been
included in an anthology for children. Darren has published four books. His
forthcoming books include Beyond the Secret Garden: Racially Minoritised
People in British Children's Books, and his first picture book, I'm Going to Make
a Friend. https://linktr.ee/DarrenChetty

The Gated Community of Enquiry: Racism and Philosophy for Children

The founding of the Philosophy for Children movement (P4C) is credited to
Matthew Lipman and Ann Sharp, who believed that children could be
encouraged to become more reasonable democratic citizens through
encounters with philosophical narratives on everyday issues. However, from the
start they neglected an important area of their everyday commitments to
children in their writing. While in their private lives they were concerned about
the subject of racism, it makes no appearance in their dialogical approach.
Consequently, racism and anti-racism have remained largely overlooked in P4C
over the last 50 years. How might we change this?

Ali GreenwellHall

Aliis currently a full-time doctoral candidate at Bath Spa University elaborating
on the tacit conditions of the community of inquiry with particular reference to
the work of Ann Margaret Sharp. She has been a SAPERE trainer since 2001 and
has practised P4C with children and their teachers in primary schools across
England since the mid 1990’s. Ali has a special interest in bringing philosophical
inquiry to secondary pupils and their teachers in schools for excluded children,
Alternative Provisions (AP) making clear the connections between P4C and the
caring ethos of the school.

Philosophical Practice, Normative Pedagogical Proposal, Method: What Do
We Mean?

| will present a short provocation, based on Felix Garcia Moriyon’s paper, A
Normative Approach to P4C where he proposes that ‘method’ is not a
sufficiently rich term to use in relation to the practice of P4C within the
community of inquiry. He suggests replacing it with the term ‘the normative
pedagogical proposal’. Following the provocation, we will inquire as a
community into these connected concepts and relate them to our work as
trainers. The intention of the inquiry is to clarify and improve on how we
describe the philosophical practice of P4C, and how it may be better
characterised for the novice facilitator.

Dr Patricia Hannam & Dr Joanna Haynes

Dr Patricia Hannam is Honorary Research Fellow at the University of Exeter.
Her first degree is in philosophy, PhD in education, focus on RE. She
encountered Philosophy for/with Children 25 years ago and is an experienced
teacher, County Adviser and SAPERE trainer. Her research interests include
asking what education is and what it should do in a time of climate and
ecological breakdown. Publications include Philosophy with Teenagers (2009),
Religious Education in the Public Sphere (2018) and edited with Gert Biesta,
Religion and Education: the forgotten dimensions of religious education (2021).
She contributed chapters to Philosophy through the Secondary Curriculum
(2012) edited by Chandley and Lewis, and with Eugenio Echeverria to The
Routledge International Handbook of Philosophy for Children(2017) edited by
Gregory, Murris and Haynes.

Cont.
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Dr Joanna Haynes is Associate Professor at Plymouth University Institute of
Education. She has been working through communities of philosophical enquiry
for over thirty years. Her background is in philosophy and her interests include
democratic and community education; age, intra-generational learning and
childhood. Her books include Children as Philosophers(2008) and (with Karin
Murris) Picturebooks, Pedagogy and Philosophy(2012) and Literacies, Literature
and Learning: Reading Classrooms Differently (2018). She is co-editor (with
Maughn Rollins Gregory and Karin Murris) of The Routledge International
Handbook of Philosophy for Children(2017). Joanna edited the BERA blog on
Educators Learning through Communities of Enquiry (2022).

Winchester Advanced P4C Seminar : Continuing a community of enquiry with
Ann Sharp

With its origins in Cumbria in 2004, and moving to Winchester in 2010, this
event is now held two or three times a year online. As a consequence of moving
online, the seminar has widened its’ international participation. For 20 years the
Advanced Seminar has sought to enable those with an interest in P4C to
explore, develop and to share research and theory related to P4C in a practical
context. This in-person seminar picks up themes from the edited volume In
Community of Inquiry with Ann Margaret Sharp (2018), edited By Maughn
Gregory, and Megan Jane Laverty.

Dr Leo Igwe

Leo Igwe holds a masters degree in philosophy from the University of Calabar,
Nigeria and a doctoral degree in religious studies from the University of
Bayreuth in Germany. He is a member of the International Council of Philosophy
for Children and directs the Critical Thinking Social Empowerment Foundation,
an organisation leading efforts to promote critical thinking and philosophy for
children in schools.

https://www.critthink.africa/

Philosophy for Children and Transformation of School System in Africa: A
Case from Nigeria

There has been much emphasis on philosophy for children (p4c) as an enquiry
based approach to teaching and learning in western countries. Philosophy for
children has been defined as a student led approach that fosters thinking,
questioning and argumentative skills in young persons. However, little attention
has been paid to the place and prospects of philosophy for children in Africa,
and the transformative implications of this discipline in non western educational
contexts. Drawing from an ongoing project, this presentation discusses efforts
to introduce p4c to primary and secondary schools in Nigeria. It highlights the
challenges and successes of the project as well as the potentials of p4c to
change the culture of teaching and learning in schools.

Stephen Law

Stephen Law is a philosopher and author, currently based at The University of
Oxford Department of Continuing Education. Stephen is a former postman who
entered University as a mature student age 24. He attended The City University
London, then completed his B.Phil and D.Phil degrees in Philosophy at the
University of Oxford (Trinity and The Queen's Colleges). He also held various
Oxford college lectureships then taught at Heythrop College University of
London. He is known particularly for his introductory books including The War
for Children’s Minds (on the role of authority, philosophy, and religion in raising
good citizens), The Philosophy Gym for adults and young adults, and The
Complete Philosophy Files for children 9+. He also writes many accessible online
articles and edits the Royal Institute of Philosophy journal: “THINK’
https://royalinstitutephilosophy.org/publications/think/

Raising Good Citizens in Turbulent Times

Public debate regarding the role of faith schools and how best to raise good
citizens often divides between, on the one hand, those who favour a more
freethinking, philosophical approach to moral and religious education and, on the
other hand, social and religious conservatives who fear that, especially since the
60’s, we have been too liberal: allowing children to think for themselves has
resulted in the dangerous rise of moral relativism and the loss of our traditional
‘moral compass’. If we want to raise citizens who will do the right thing in rapidly
shifting and potentially calamitous social landscape, who will have some
immunity to dangerous political pied pipers, which approach is best, and why?

Dr Rhiannon Love & Dr Victoria Randall

Dr Rhiannon Love is former secondary and primary school teacher. She has been
working in Initial Teacher Education since 2013 as a Senior Lecturer at the
Institute for Education at the University of Winchester. Rhiannon is the
curriculum lead for Primary Religious Education and leads modules in Philosophy
for Children (P4C) on the undergraduate BA (Hons) Primary Education and
postgraduate PGCE Primary and Secondary programmes. Rhiannon is also a Level
One SAPERE trainer. Rhiannon used a P4C community of enquiry as her principal
research method for her doctorate and is keen to champion the potential
advantages of using a CoE as a research method.

Dr Vicky Randall is an independent researcher, consultant and adviser in
education. Her research interests span movement pedagogy, physical education,
teacher education and children’s wellbeing. She previously held the post of
Senior Fellow at the University of Winchester and Co-Chair for the Centre of
Professional Learning in Education. Vicky now works for the children’s mental
health charity stormbreak. As a Critical Theorist, she remains passionate about
creating spaces for children to have genuine voice in matters relating to their
body, health and wellbeing.

Children’s mental health and wellbeing: Using a Community of Enquiry as a
research method to Enable Dialogic and Democratic Voice

Philosophy for Children (P4C), as a pedagogical approach, is well known for its
contribution to democratic teaching and learning; however, its contribution as a
qualitative research method has been relatively recent (Love, 2021; Munro-
Morris, 2017; Golding, 2015). Framed through Freirean Critical Pedagogy (CP), the
aim of this paper is to present the Community of Enquiry (CoE) as a qualitative
research method that foregrounds pupil voice, specifically, in this instance to
facilitate dialogue amongst primary aged children about mental health and
wellbeing. Additionally, it explores using movement as a stimulus for the CoE,
utilising a movement-based activity from the charity stormbreak to provoke
questions around mental health and wellbeing.

Samuel McKavanagh

Sam is a secondary school Head of Department for Philosophy, Religion and
Sociology, who passionately believes in the power of talk to transform the
classroom and fully unlock student potential. He first encountered P4C whilst
doing his Level 1 in 2018 and has gone on to complete other awards. His
department has a P4C Bronze Award and P4C is embedded in all Key Stages -
Sam loves to make the use of picture books and sees these as a valuable tool
even with A-Level students. Sam is currently working on developing P4C and
Oracy across his school and academy trust.

Cont.
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“Sir, did you bring your kid’s books in by mistake?” - P4C and Picture
Books in the A-Level Classroom

A verbal presentation (talk and discussion) on the use of children’s picture
books in the teaching of A-Level. Picture books are rich in concepts,
presenting difficult ideas in a simple, often playful way. This makes them a
perfect vehicle for disarming challenging philosophical ideas and allowing
students to fully engage with the concepts that are being explored. It gives
the students permission to do philosophy, rather than just learning it as
passive recipients. The presentation will explore what this looks like in the
classroom, alongside examples of texts that | use to enhance the curriculum
for A-Level students.

Pieter Mostart

Pieter Mostert (*1952) is a philosopher and conversation specialist of Dutch
origin, who has been involved in education all his life. He introduced
philosophy for children in The Netherlands in 1981. Much later he moved to
South-Africa, where he felt challenged (or tempted) to change his style of
facilitating fundamentally. Since 2019 he has been living in the UK. His latest
article is: "Where are we now? Effect-studies and the rise of diversity in
Philosophy for Children" (2022). His current interest is in (preliminary)
attempts to apply the theoretical concept of ‘affordance’ (as used in the
design industry) to philosophical dialogues.

On Becoming Something Else - a Philosophical Enquiry

| propose an addition to the common format of a conference, namely an
opportunity to sit together and practise what it is that brings all of us
together in Winchester: appreciating philosophical conversations.

As the topic of change is one of the oldest and most fundamental
philosophical issues, | propose to create time for a philosophical enquiry
about change, more specific of the question whether change means:
becoming something else. All participants are welcome, whether very
experienced or new to the field.

Michael Parker

| am the Headmaster of Newington College in Sydney, an independent boys
school founded in 1863 with 2100 students. | am also the Chair of
Newington’s Critical Thinking and Ethics Centre. have been active in
Philosophy in Schools since the early 1990s when | began teaching it and
completed a Masters of Education on the Matthew Lipman approach. | have
also published several books of materials and approaches in this, from The
Quest for the Stone Of Wisdom (1994, Scholastic) to Talk with Your Kids
about Things that Matter (Ventura Press 2021). My Talk With Your Kids
about Ethics (2013) was also published in the US. | taught for all of one year
in the UK - on exchange at Eton College in 1996.

Critical Thinking Centre Lighthouse

Newington College in Sydney has established a Critical Thinking and Ethics
Centre, aiming to serve as a hub for philosophy and thinking across the city.
The school has pioneered a blended approach to teaching critical thinking
and Community of Inquiry, creating a bespoke K-10 scope and sequence,
including a "passport" for critical thinking. Critical thinking is embedded
across the curriculum, not isolated in standalone lessons. This effort includes
training all staff extensively and integrating critical thinking into unit plans.
The Centre also "gamifies" critical thinking with activities like "The Bullhunt"
and "Bias Bingo." Additionally, the Centre engages in outreach, hosting
student events and training staff from other schools. Previous Thinkers in
Residence include Stephen Law and AC Grayling. The session will include a
30-minute talk, followed by a Q&A.

Neil Phillipson

Neil is a freelance consultant and trainer with a particular interest in oracy and
dialogic education. He has been a SAPERE trainer since 2013, training teachers
to Levels 1 and 2 in Philosophy for Children and supporting schools to embed
good practice and achieve SAPERE awards. Neil is also an Associate of Oracy
Cambridge, a lead facilitator of dialogues for Generation Global, and a tutor
with Keele and North Staffordshire Teacher Education. He co-wrote the 2017
book, Dialogic Education - Mastering Core Concepts through Thinking
Together, with Professor Rupert Wegerif of Cambridge University.

P4C and Oracy

As a SAPERE trainer and Associate of Oracy Cambridge, Neil will use this
session to explore the connections between P4C and oracy. Following a brief
discussion of the nature of effective oracy-focused practice in schools - and
the urgent need for it — we will take a look at the different kinds of talk
encountered in schools, their different purposes and the different skills that
underpin them. We will place particular emphasis on how P4C can support
classroom dialogue / exploratory talk across the curriculum, developing the
skills and dispositions of both teachers and students to enable effective
dialogic teaching and learning. Participants will experience and take away simple
activities that will help them to bridge the gap between P4C and wider oracy /
dialogic practice.

Gordon Poad & Grace Lockrobin

Gordon Poad is a seasoned theatre maker, educational consultant, teacher, and
school leader. As a founding member of Newcastle's Cap-a-Pie, he developed
the Dramatic Enquiry approach, blending 'process' drama with P4C. His
leadership and curriculum consulting work have enhanced his understanding of
diverse educational contexts across the UK and continental Europe. In 2015, he
relocated with his family to Denmark, supporting over 100 schools in meeting
the national school reform programme's needs. Currently, he is the pedagogical
leader of a forest kindergarten in Ebeltoft, Denmark, and a proud granddad to
Lily. Gordon continues to research and offer consultancy on Dramatic Enquiry
and other forms of embodied philosophical group practice.

Grace is Co-Director of SAPERE. She is also a Council Member of The Royal
Institute of Philosophy (since 2023); an Editorial Board Member of the Journal
of Philosophy in Schools (since 2020); a Fellow of Advance HE (Since 2019); a
Board Member of Sophia (since 2019); and the Founder of Thinking Space (in
2008). She is completing a PhD on ethics, education, and aesthetics at Institute
of Education, University College London.

Contextual and corporeal thinking: What drama offers P4C

Dramatic enquiry is thinking together - in and out of role - to empower people
to make sense of the world. Dramatic Enquiry takes place within the context of
stories and involves the body as well as the brain. In this interactive workshop,
Gordon, Grace and SAPERE trainer Kate Halliwell, explore this fusion of
process drama and P4C from their respective backgrounds in theatre and
philosophy and invite you to try it out. They'll also share news of a new
research project conducted by the University of Hertfordshire, in partnership
with SAPERE, and share plans for the growth of Dramatic Enquiry in 2025.

WwWw.sa pere.org.uk
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Helen Rowse & Simran Sandhu

Helen has worked for the National Trust for fifteen years, most recently as
Project Curator for the Midlands and East of England region, and previously as
Collections and House Manager for Attingham Park in Shropshire. Her work
includes the research and interpretation of Empire and colonialism in English
country houses. This year she has been investigating how philosophical enquiry
can expand heritage interpretation as part of a decolonial process, encouraging
more equitable communication between the institution and its publics.

Simran has been a Partnerships & Programming Officer for the Kedleston Hall
National Trust for two and a half years and has been a social worker, lecturer
and a senior manager in her previous roles. Her work entails linking communities
and relevant partnerships to heritage collections and working towards adding
additional stories and narratives of diverse voices of the source communities -
voices that have not been given a voice before! She is passionate about
authentic and meaningful change in the heritage sector and is a strong advocate
for equity and inclusion in all walks of life.

National Trust Roundtable Discussion

Heritage sites embody values, celebrate objects and places, and explore
meanings that are contested. The work of the National Trust offers the public a
provocation to consider issues such as colonialism, class, gender, and national
identity. But crucially, the Trust also provides a location for the kind of
productive, in-person conversation that can help people understand each other
better. Over the last year, SAPERE and the National Trust have worked
together to explore the power of P4C for heritage staff, volunteers and visitors.
In this roundtable, Grace Lockrobin and Rosie Wilson will join Helen and Simran
to discuss some of our initial findings.

Adam Sturdee

| am the Assistant Head of Teaching and Learning at St. Augustine's Catholic
College, Trowbridge. Since October 2021, our school has implemented P4C,
integrating it into our Words, Wisdom, and Worship literacy program. Our
recent Ofsted inspection rated us 'Good' in all categories, a significant
improvement from November 2021. P4C has been pivotal in this turnaround,
enhancing our pastoral program and improving teachers' questioning skills and
our coaching program. My experience underscores the transformative power of
philosophical education in fostering critical thinking and community
engagement.

Al and Philosophy: Empowering Future Thinkers

This presentation explores the intersection of Al and philosophical education,
emphasising the importance of teaching philosophy to children to navigate an
Al-driven world. Drawing from our experience at St. Augustine's Catholic
College, where P4C has been integral to our rapid improvement, we will discuss
how philosophical thinking enhances critical questioning and decision-making
skills, which are increasingly crucial in working with Al. Additionally, we will
examine the potential of Al to facilitate P4C discussions, leveraging its capacity
to hold extensive parts of the enquiry in its working memory. As Al capabilities
improve in emotional intelligence and real-time conversational abilities, it will
become increasingly effective at facilitating these discussions, potentially
surpassing human capabilities. This session will demonstrate how integrating Al
in P4C can empower future thinkers and shape the educational landscape.

Jonny Thompson

Jonny Thomson is a public philosopher and runs the social media accounts Mini
Philosophy (@philosophyminis), a community of 500,000 across three platforms.
He is the bestselling author of three books: Mini Philosophy, Mini Big ldeas,
andMini  Psychology. Before turning to writing full-time, Jonny taught
philosophy at Oxford for ten years. Jonny lives in North Oxfordshire with his
wife, two young sons, and an aggressively fecund apple tree.

Lisa Whiting

Lisa started her career studying philosophy in Durham before moving into the
world of public policy. Her work focuses on the intersection of ethics,
epistemology, and policy. Lisa co-edited The Philosopher Queens, a book
highlighting women's contribution to the history of philosophy. The Philosopher
Queens has now been translated into multiple languages and is used as an
educational tool for schools worldwide.

Education as History Creation: Securing the Legacies of Philosophy's
Forgotten Women

What we learn creates how we understand and view the world. Throughout
history, many women have made important contributions to public and
academic life through their role as philosophers. Despite this contemporary
influence, many of these contributions have been sidelined after their deaths
and their legacies neglected in our history books and classrooms. This limited
understanding of philosophy's history risks being replicated through education,
cementing the history of philosophy as one without women. But is this
phenomenon changing? And if so, how can we use education to secure the
legacies of women philosophers for future generations?

Peter Worley

Peter Worley is the Founder, former CEO and current Philosopher-in-Chief of
The Philosophy Foundation. He has written 10 books about philosophy in
schools including The If Machine, The Philosophy Shop and Corrupting Youth.
He has over 20 years experience of working in schools doing philosophy in
schools. He is also a Visiting Research Associate at King’s College London.

Does philosophy change?

I would like to start by running an enquiry about the nature of philosophy
around the questionDoes philosophy change?Following this,| will use
Heraclitus - and a common misunderstanding of Heraclitus’ philosophy - to talk
about aspects of philosophy, including it’s aims and some of the disagreements
about what they might be and how a solution to these disagreements gives us a
simple, dynamic process at the heart of dialectical (or question-and-answer)
philosophy. The enquiry will demonstrate what | will be talking about.

Jane Yates

Jane Yates has been practising P4C for over 30 years in both primary and
secondary schools. She is a SAPERE trainer and provides all levels of training
and supports schools on the SAPERE Going for Gold P4C Programme. Jane is
also the Project Manager for the SAPERE Thinking Together in Science and RE
Project. More recently, Jane has become an RE Advisor in Cumbria, the North
West RE Hubs Lead and a teacher trainer for Humanists UK. Jane is a facilitator
and volunteer for Anti-Racist Cumbria. She has a particular interest in
approaches to decolonise the curriculum, including P4C.

Untranslatability - Changing the way Pupils Encounter Words in the RE
Classroom

This presentation examines untranslatable words in the RE classroom—terms
that lack direct equivalents in English but convey a unique sense. Pupils often
encounter such words, especially in RE, but their teaching can sometimes be
shallow, leading to essentialism. This is significant when considering
decolonising approaches in RE and P4C, and in developing pupils’ personal
knowledge. What if we encouraged students to accept that some words are
untranslatable, embracing uncertainty in meaning? As part of a small research
project through the Culham Leadership Programme, | developed a playful
thinking tool for 4-14 year olds inspired by philosophical thinking. This tool
promotes a culture of untranslatability in RE. In this session, participants will
use the tool and see examples of its integration into school schemes of work.

WwWw.sa pere.org.uk
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