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"What Socrates models for us is not philosophy known or
philosophy applied but philosophy practised."

— Mathew Lipman, Thinking in Education 1991 

Director of P4C at SAPERE

The philosopher Matthew Lipman and his colleagues
reimagined philosophy for classrooms and communities in
the 1960s. Their vision was simple but revolutionary: that
philosophy is an activity that anyone can take part in—
even young children—and when we practise philosophical
enquiry with others, we can become more thoughtful,
reflective, considerate and reasonable. 
 
In 1992, a small group of teachers and philosophers
established SAPERE: the Society for Philosophical Enquiry
and Reflection in Education. Inspired by these ideas, they
saw the power of P4C to create communities of enquiry in
the UK. 

Thirty years later, across Scotland, Wales, England and
Northern Ireland, thousands of educators have made P4C
part of their teaching practice, and for tens of thousands of
learners, philosophical skills have become part of the way
they think, speak, listen, learn and live their lives.  

We are delighted that you can join us at Sheffield Hallam
University’s Institute of Education for this one-day
conference to celebrate thirty years of P4C, to share what
we have learned together and to look ahead to the next
thirty years. 

www.sapere.org.uk

Welcome to our Annual
Conference 2022 



SAPERE is The Society for the
Advancement of Philosophical
Enquiry and Reflection in Education

We introduce educators to P4C, a
philosophical approach to teaching and
learning that develops critical, creative,
caring and collaborative thinking.

Originally an acronym for 'Philosophy for
Children', P4C has evolved into an
inclusive approach to dialogue and
enquiry that enables communities of all
ages, stages, abilities and experiences, to
tackle the big questions that seek to make
sense of the world and our place in it.  P4C
also turns teachers into facilitators who
take the skills of attentive listening and
judicious questioning into all areas of their
professional practice.

While P4C rests on a rich foundation of
philosophical scholarship – inspired by
Plato's Socratic dialogues and Deweyan
models of enquiry – students and teachers
don’t need to be familiar with the work of
famous philosophers to get started. P4C
begins with the ideas already in the room. 

About SAPERE's work

"P4C has given our pupils the opportunity to
discuss issues and ideas that directly affect
them and the world around them. It has
developed their skills in communication and
broadened their horizons."

 Ian Irwin, Year 3 Teacher at Victoria Park Primary
School in Bristol,  SAPERE Gold Award 2019 

www.sapere.org.uk

P4C is not another subject for students to
study or for teachers to squeeze in. It is a
practical method of thinking more deeply
about the concepts that unlock the
curriculum and help students to make
connections between their learning and life
experiences.

At the heart of this kind of philosophising is
the ideal of the Community of Enquiry that
is formed between people who think
together and learn from one another. At a
time when so many struggle to engage in
rigorous but respectful dialogue about
important issues, this ethos – and the
dispositions it cultivates – are needed now
more than ever.



Room 1 (Dorothy Fleming Lecture Theatre) Room 2 (no. 17 on 4th floor) Room 3 (no. 12 on 4th floor)

09:00 - 09:30  Registration and coffee served in foyer 

09:30 - 09:40  Welcome    

09:40 - 10:10 

THEME: P4C INSPIRATION  

Philosophically minded in Holy Cross Boys'
 Kevin McArevey 

   

10:15 - 12:15 

THEME: P4C INSPIRATION

Young Plato:  screening and discussion 
Neasa Ní Chianáin, David Rane 

and Kevin McArevey

Chaired by Kate Halliwell 

THEME: P4C IN THE CURRICULUM 

P4C in history education: civilisation, empire and
conquest: problematising history in the

community of enquiry
Dr Pat Hannam   

P4C in relationships & sex education: power,
possibility, and pom-poms

Sophie G Collins   

P4C in science education: tackling big questions in
science

Dr Lynda Dunlop 

Chaired by Steve Williams  

THEME: P4C INNOVATION

  The philosophy of farting
Jason Buckley and Tom Bigglestone   

THEME: P4C INNOVATION

P4C and Thinking Moves A-Z 
Nick Chandley

12:15 - 13:15  Lunch served in atrium  

13:15 - 13:25  Welcome back     

13:30 - 14:30 

THEME: COMMUNITY PHILOSOPHY 

P4C in art practice: This Place is a Message
 Caitlin and Anj Webb-Ellis

Chaired by Grace Lockrobin
  

THEME: IMPACT OF P4C 
 

Philosophy conferences and social skill
development in 15-18 year olds

Elliott Woodhouse

The Talk Triangle: thinking, speaking, listening,
metacognition and ‘actioning' in the classroom

Peter Worley 

Can we teach non-cognitive outcomes?
 Dr Nadia Siddiqui 

Chaired by Clive Belgeonne 

THEME: P4C BEYOND THE CURRICULUM 

 P4C and play: philosofun with trees
 Jane Yates and Gina Parker (Mullarkey)  

14:35 - 15:35  

THEME: COMMUNITY PHILOSOPHY

 Dwelling Together in Diverse Spaces: screening
and discussion
Darren Chetty  

Introduced by Dr Joanna Haynes 

THEME: P4C BEYOND THE CURRICULUM 

P4C in global education:  Non-violent Action:
A Force for Change

  Helen Griffin and Rebecca Conway   

15:35 - 15:55  Book stall and coffee served in foyer 

16:00 - 16:45 

THEME: COMMUNITY PHILOSOPHY

The Life Inside:  reading, Q&A and discussion
Andy West

Chaired by Jason Buckley  

THEME: P4C IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Learning to philosophise at university: the impact
on student teachers’ development and their

classroom practice
 Dr Fufy Demissie   

 

16:50 - 17:35 

THEME: P4C INSPIRATION
 

P4C in the context of schooling today 
Prof Mick Waters

 Introduced by Prof Amanda Fulford 

    

17:35 - 17:45 Plenary      

17:45 - 18:15  Informal networking in foyer 

Conference Programme



Conference Contributors
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Jason Buckley and Tom Bigglestone, The Philosophy Man and P4HE
Jason is founder of www.thephilosophyman.com, specialists in P4C training,
resources and workshops, www.p4he.org where he hosts classes in
philosophy and debating, and outdoor educators www.outspark.co.uk. He is
also waiting for gifted education to return from the dead. He lives on a
narrowboat in Cambridge and enjoys improv and kayaking.

Tom has been Head of Humanities and RS in both the maintained and
private sector. He has specialised for several years in P4C, alongside which
he has also worked at The Economist Educational Foundation teaching
about the news. He delivers INSET and workshops in schools across the
country and is co-author of Philosophy Circles and Thinking Moves A-Z:
Metacognition Made Simple. 

Philosophy of farting (workshop)
Pfffft might not sound very philosophical to you, but this most giggle-
worthy of bodily functions will provide us with a way of exploring the big
ideas of responsibility, confession and apology and perhaps even the
philosophy of humour! Tempted to finish with a pun but I’m holding it in…
This is a chance to see a lively, playful approach to philosophy that gets
children on their feet, mixing debating and philosophising to maximise
engagement and find the philosophical depths on offer in relatable stories. 

Nick Chandley, DialogueWorks and SAPERE 
Since leaving the primary classroom, Nick has trained countless schools
and teachers, both nationally and internationally, alongside working on
many projects with partners as diverse as P4C China, Chile, CBeebies, BBC2,
Open Futures, the RHS and, of course, DialogueWorks and SAPERE. He quite
likes llamas too.

P4C and Thinking Moves A-Z (workshop)
P4C has often been held as a metacognitive approach, but whilst we do
think philosophically about big ideas, to what extent does it encourage us
to think about our thought processes? This workshop will explore how
Thinking Moves and P4C can combine to result in a truly metacognitive
experience. 

Darren Chetty, University College London and SAPERE 
Darren began philosophising with children in 1996. In 2014 he received the
Award for Excellence in Interpreting P4/wC from ICPIC. Darren has
published four books: How To Disagree: Negotiating Difference in a Divided
World (co-author); What Is Masculinity? Why Does It Matter? And Other Big
Questions (co-author); Critical Philosophy of Race and Education (co-editor)
and Welsh (Plural): Essays on the Future of Wales (co-editor)
https://linktr.ee/DarrenChetty 

Dwelling Together in Diverse Spaces (screening and discussion)
Darren will share clips from a film in which he facilitates philosophical
enquiry with a diverse group of adults. You can find the full film at:
https://dwellingtogetherfilm.wordpress.com/. Writing for the BERA blog, Dr
Joanna Haynes  says the film 'works well to raise provocations about the
role of the educator, and the importance of staying with the difficulties.’

Sophie G Collins, RSE practitioner trained in P4C 
Sophie G Collins is a Relationships and Sex Education specialist, who
initially trained in P4C with Thinking Space and The Philosophy Foundation.
Curious about all things sex ed, they recently completed an MA in
Education & Social Justice, with a focus on the power dynamics between
the educator and the student in the RSE classroom. 

P4C in relationships and sex education: power, possibility, and pom-poms
(presentation) This session will focus on what the P4C community can offer
to teacher colleagues tasked with delivering Relationships and Sex
Education.  RSE became a curriculum subject in England in 2022. Good
though this may sound, the pedagogy of RSE is challenging and most
teachers delivering it are under-trained non-specialists, reporting high
levels of worry about their new role. Where training does happen, it often
focuses on subject knowledge. But the real skill of RSE mirrors the skill of
P4C: it’s all in the facilitation. Sophie will suggest some similarities between
the two pedagogies, and where they could learn from each other. 

Fufy Demissie, Sheffield Hallam University
Fufy Demissie is an experienced is a SAPERE trainer and ITE educator at
Sheffield Hallam University. She has been providing P4C training at Sheffield
Hallam and York St John universities since 2015. Her publications include:  
Demissie, F. (2020). The Philosophy for Children pedagogy in a university-based
initial teacher training course: a case study of a 'disruptive' pedagogy. Forum for
Promoting 3-19 Comprehensive Education, 62 (1), 69-78.
http://doi.org/10.15730/forum.2020.62.1.69 

P4C in HE: learning to philosophise at university and the impact on student
teachers’ development and their classroom practice (presentation)
The P4C approach is fully integrated in the undergraduate and post graduate
teacher education programme at Sheffield Hallam University. This workshop
will focus on a group of student teacher reflections on their experiences of P4C
as part of their teacher education course. Specifically they will outline how P4C
has enriched their own learning, research and classroom pedagogies.    

Lynda Dunlop, University of York and SAPERE 
Lynda is a science and environmental education specialist at the University of
York. She currently co-leads DICEY (Dialogue on Climate Engineering with
Youth), which engages young people, scientists and policy-makers in
philosophical dialogue about responses to the climate emergency. She is a
member of the SAPERE Thinking Together through Science and RE team.

P4C in science education: tackling big questions in science (presentation)
This session will focus on philosophical dialogue in science education. The talk
will describe examples of recent work in the context of climate change
education. The discussion will focus on some of the challenges raised by work in
this context, such as are there some questions that should not be asked? and
what are our responsibilities beyond the dialogue? 

Helen Griffin and Rebecca Conway, DECSY and SAPERE / St Catherine’s RC
Primary, Sheffield 

Helen is an experienced teacher who has been working in the field of Global
Learning for many years running training for schools and ITE department,;
managing curriculum development projects and writing curriculum materials at
DECSY. Helen is a P4C trainer delivering SAPERE accredited level 1 and 2
training and working in schools using P4C since 2004.

Rebecca is a Y6 primary school teacher at a large primary school in Sheffield.
She has been teaching for six years. Rebecca’s school has achieved the P4C
Gold Award and she has led Philosophy for Children at her school for several
years. She is a Level 2 trained facilitator and leads the P4C training for The
Sheffield SCITT trainees.

P4C in global education: Non-violent Action: A Force for Change (workshop)
In this workshop participants will experience the new, engaging lesson plans
from the 'Non-violent Action: A Force for Change' project. These freely
available, cross-curricular materials aimed at students aged 8-14 years provide
inspiring case studies of people from around the world taking action for change
and enable teachers to develop active citizenship in the classroom. P4C is used
throughout the materials to develop and deepen critical thinking and examine
controversial issues. 

Pat Hannam, University of Winchester and SAPERE
Pat is a P4C educator with over 20 years’ practical classroom and theoretical
experience of enquiry in education; most recently as Hampshire County
Inspector/Adviser for RE, History and Philosophy. Pat is interested in how
communities of philosophical enquiry might be significant in formation of
historical consciousness as part of a “regenerative” education. 

P4C in history education: civilisation, empire and conquest: problematising
history in the community of enquiry (presentation)
What is history? What should history education achieve today? Pat opens a
conversation about the role of philosophical enquiry as children find their way
in our shared world. She discusses P4C’s contribution to children’s big-picture
historical consciousness, thus growing increasingly nuanced use of substantive
vocabulary such as civilisation, empire, conquest, invasion, monarchy and
sovereignty. 
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Kevin McArevey, Holy Cross Boys' Primary School
Kevin Mc Arevey is the principal of Holy Cross Boys' and the father of 4
daughters—married to Grainne for the past 28 years. He is a practising
Belt and coach in Jiu-Jitsu and a very keen cyclist. HCB is in the Ardoyne
ward and is among the most socio-economically deprived in NI (top 3%)
yet we send over 40% of our pupils to grammar school. 

Philosophically minded in Holy Cross Boys’ (talk)
Think Think Respond is a way of life for the pupils of Holy Cross Boys’.
Their journey began 9 years ago which coincided with me (Kevin Mc
Arevey) becoming principal of Holy Cross Boys' Primary School, Ardoyne,
Belfast. Listen as I talk about the odyssey that brought to you the
inspirational and aspirational observational documentary Young Plato! 

Neasa Ní Chianáin and David Rane, Soilsiú Films 
Neasa trained at The National College of Art and Design in Dublin and
worked as Art Director on feature film and television projects, before
switching to documentary. She has directed 5 feature documentaries, 4 TV
documentaries and one series. She was co-director of the Guth Gafa Film
festival. She has guest lectured at Coleraine University, MNUI and DKIT.

David is a BAFTA-winning film producer from Ireland who over the last 20
years has produced many award-winning documentary films for national
and international broadcasters, a number of animated films, and a number
of short fiction films. 

Young Plato (screening and discussion)
Young Plato is an observational documentary set in post-conflict Belfast in
a school that is haunted by poverty, drugs and guns. There, Headmaster
Kevin McArevey and his dedicated team show how philosophy encourages
young boys to question the mythologies of violence and even to challenge
the narratives of their parents, peers and community. 

Gina Parker (Mullarkey) and Jane Yates, Little Chatters / Philosopher’s
Backpack and SAPERE
Gina first used P4C over 20 years ago as a Primary teacher, having
previously worked in outdoor education. Gina has fun experimenting with
P4C in classrooms and outdoors working with organisations like Learning
through Landscapes and the Forest School Association. Recent work
includes 'Thinking with Nature', a new course for SAPERE devised with  
Jane Yates.

Jane is an experienced SAPERE trainer, P4C leader and resource
developer. Recent P4C commissions have been for the British Council, Met
Office and the RSPCA. Coming from a background in outdoor education,
Jane is often to be found collaborating with Gina Parker (Mullarkey).

P4C and play: philosofun with trees (workshop)
Philosofuns are a non-competitive, fun-sized, active and playful approach
to P4C that foster collaborative thinking through micro-communities and a
variety of ‘play types’ and themes such as friends, maps, toys, and robots.
This session will focus on trees, drawing on the new SAPERE Thinking with
Nature course. It is targeted at practitioners who work with pupils from
Early Years through to the end of primary education.

Nadia Siddiqui, Durham University 
Nadia is concerned with improving the quality of social science research,
and passionate about the role of schools in shaping a fairer society. She
has several hundred research publications, including four books. She
received her first independent research grant from Nuffield Foundation on
a study of the non-cognitive impacts of teaching Philosophy for Children.

Can we teach non-cognitive outcomes? (presentation) 
This talk will cover evidence on attainment and non-cognitive outcomes
from three independent evaluations of P4C. The focus of the discussion
will be on the challenges of measuring the impact and how we assessed
the wider outcomes of P4C. The talk will contextualise the evaluation-
based evidence, its importance in truly judging the impact, and what
limitations we experience in measuring ‘what works’. 

Mick Waters, Patron of SAPERE
A former head teacher, Mick Waters has worked in the UK and abroad with
schools, in teacher education and at policy level, in both local and national
government, to develop revised policy and practice for leadership, teacher
education, governance and classroom teaching. Mick is a patron of SAPERE. 

P4C in the context of schooling today (talk)
Mick Waters will discuss the book he has recently written with Tim Brighouse.
Containing interviews with over a hundred people, including 20 secretaries of
state and ministers, the book looks at the developments in schooling over the
last 45 years. The place of SAPERE and P4C will be discussed and the philosophy
of schooling in our country. There will be funny bits too! 

Caitlin Webb-Ellis and Anj Webb-Ellis,  Webb-Ellis
Webb-Ellis are British/Canadian artist filmmakers working in film, dance, music
and installation. Many of their projects take place over an extended period,
working closely with people in specific places. Webb-Ellis are facilitators of P4C,
and recently completed an extended educational project and new film funded
by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation.

P4C in art practice: This Place is a Message (screening and discussion)
This Place is a Message blends documentary and fiction to imagine a future that
has evolved beyond the limits of our current iteration of homo sapiens. It
positions children and young people as seers and prophets, and in questioning
how we might communicate the danger of buried nuclear waste, to reflect on
humanity’s current state and envision possible posthuman futures. 

Andy West, The Philosophy Foundation 
Andy West has been a facilitator with The Philosophy Foundation since 2010
where he has worked at SEN schools, Muslim schools and Great Ormond Street
Hospital. He is the author of The Life Inside: A Memoir of Prison, Family and
Philosophy (Picador 2022). His writing has also been published in The Guardian,
Aeon, 3AM Magazine, The TES, Huck, The Big Issue and on other platforms. He is
currently philosopher in residence at HMP Brixton in London.

The Life Inside (reading, Q&A and discussion)
Andy West will be reading from his book The Life Inside, with a special focus on
the classroom dialogues in the book. He will then be in conversation with Jason
Buckley about the significance of doing philosophy with people in prison and
what it means for our pedagogical values to be practising in the prison setting.  

Elliott Woodhouse, University of Sheffield and Thinking Space
Elliott Woodhouse is a Philosophy PhD student at the University of Sheffield. He
has nearly 10 years of experience as a P4C practitioner, and formerly sat on the
committee of the award-winning, student led, outreach Philosophy in the City,
running weekly P4C sessions with secondary school pupils in Sheffield. He also
works with Thinking Space. 

Philosophy conferences, and social skill development in 15-18 year olds: a case
study report (presentation)
In this paper we present an empirical case study into the effects of attending a
philosophy conference on students' social skill development. We focus on the
impact on communication skills, sociability, cooperation and teamwork skills,
self-confidence, determination, social responsibility, and empathy.

Peter Worley, The Philosophy Foundation 
Peter Worley is the co-CEO and co-founder of registered charity The Philosophy
Foundation. He an award-winning author of numerous books on philosophy in
schools including The If Machine (Bloomsbury 2011, 2019) and Corrupting Youth
Vols 1 and 2 (Rowman and Littlefield, 2020). His forthcoming book (co-authored
with Alexandra Konoplyanik) is Epicurus and The Art of Happiness (Hodder,
2023). 

The Talk Triangle: thinking, speaking, listening, metacognition and ‘actioning' in
the classroom (presentation)
Peter will present findings from a study on metacognition that The Philosophy
Foundation conducted with King’s College London and discuss further KCL/TPF
research on affective metacognition. He will explain how this has informed a
new pedagogical model, 'The Talk Triangle', which teachers can use to improve
thinking, speaking, listening, questioning and metacognition in the classroom. 



www.sapere.org.uk

There are few training courses that change
your life, but my P4C training did…

Erika survived the fall and was found and
brought up by a German couple. She did not
know her given name, her age or her nationality.
But she had life.

As a mother, I found the story deeply disturbing
and the picture of this tiny bundle flying from the
hands of unseen parents and imagining their
grief could and did reduce me to tears. I had
learned to read through my tears and was not
ashamed to let them show.

On this page, at this moment, this child stood up
and my heart plummeted, “Not now!” I thought. I
watched them thread their way round the edge
of the circle to my desk from which they
collected my box of tissues, which they passed,
wordlessly, to me. They returned to their seat as,
amazed, I blew my nose and thanked them for
their thoughtfulness. Into the somewhat stunned
silence, the child said, quietly and matter-of-
factly, “my mum threw me away”. 

The question ultimately chosen for that enquiry
was “Who loved Erika most?”. The enquiry was
powerful and supportive of that child, and none
of us was ever quite the same again.

P4C epitomises for me a sense of hope, of
belonging, of community, of love. I am more
human because of it.

Celebrating 30 Years of P4C

It brought me to a recognition of how the
perceived role of teacher as instructor didn’t sit
well with me and it gave me a framework in
which I could hold an inquisitive and curious
space for my pupils, cast aside the role of
“having to be expert”, and continue to be both
learner and co-inquirer.

There were a number of standout moments
from the classroom, and of those – funny,
provocative, reflective, challenging – the most
moving happened in a way that empowered
each of us in that enquiry both personally and
communally. We watched, together, the
unlocking of a child – something that changed
us as a class, and which I will remember for
ever.

That year, I had an adopted child in my class,
who had travelled through several foster care
placements, suffered from attachment issues
and was physically and verbally challenging.

In P4C one day, our stimulus was Erika’s Story by
Ruth Vander Zee, a picture book which told the
true story a new-born, thrown from the window
of the cattle truck in which her parents were
transported to Dachau concentration camp. 

Jan Hedge is a retired teacher and lifelong P4C practitioner. Her story is one of 30 stories we are
telling in 2022, to celebrate #30YearsofP4C.

Jan's story

https://www.sapere.org.uk/category/30yearsofp4c/
https://www.sapere.org.uk/category/30yearsofp4c/


As a national charity, we're committed to
supporting P4C throughout the UK. For this
reason, our annual conferences will move
location each year. We will announce the
date and location of our 2023 conference
in the new year. 

To help us improve our next conferences
we need your feedback. Visit our website to
leave yours: sapere.org.uk/feedback22

Believe in the power of philosophical
thinking? Join our membership today

WILL WE SEE YOU NEXT YEAR?

www.sapere.org.uk

Our members have a true love of wisdom.
They value critical, creative, caring and
collaborative thinking and want to give
children and communities the chance to
think together and for themselves. Does
that sound like you?

Joining as a member of the charity could
not be simpler. It takes a minute at:

sapere.org.uk/join

Become a vital part of the SAPERE
community for only £30/year. That’s just
£2.50 a month to support all our work:

training the teachers who facilitate
philosophical enquiry
providing the resources that they use
developing new P4C methods and
models
supporting new research
campaigning nationally for greater
access to philosophy in education and
for the whole community

In celebration of "30 years", we are
relaunching our Membership scheme
today.  Use code 30YEARS on sign up to
get 30% off your first year's membership

For the first time, we are also launching a
new Life Membership scheme. Until the
end of 2022, become a SAPERE member
for life at the 30-year anniversary rate of
£300 (it will be £450 from next year). 


