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This application form is for schools using Philosophy for Children (P4C) who would like to apply for a Thoughtful Silver Award. The Silver Award is the second 
stage of the Grow P4C programme.  
 
Please complete the form using the suggested Silver Award Application Evidence Guidelines, giving a succinct supporting statement (500-600 words) under 
the following three headings. 
 

• PUPILS – How well are they doing? 

• TEACHERS - How are they developing their P4C skills? 

• THE SCHOOL - How well is P4C supported across the school? 

Please refer back to your Bronze Award feedback and overview to ensure there is no repetition of evidence. Evidence should be provided as labelled 
Appendices- Please do not attach more than 15 appendices, one piece of evidence may satisfy multiple criteria – Examples of the types of evidence for 
appendices can be found in the Silver Award Application Evidence Guidelines. 
 
Your name: 

Name of school:   

School address:     

Your email address:   

Headteacher’s name:  

Signed:   Date:  

 

Date of your Bronze Award: 

Please indicate if you are currently participating in the Grow P4C programme:  Yes / No  

If yes, please state the name of your Thoughtful Trainer: 
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If not, would you like more information about the Grow P4C programme? Yes / No 

 
Please email the completed form and attachments to awards@thoughtful.org.uk 
 
 
GDPR 
I am happy for our school name and award to be celebrated on Thoughtful social media channels, website, newsletter etc    Yes/No 

I am happy for images of our submitted evidence to be shared as part of Thoughtful’s external and internal communications (e.g. quality assurance, learning 
and celebration) or within our network group meetings. Attributing the work of your school will always be made.   Yes/No 

*** 

Thoughtful will never share photos or videos of staff, children or other members of the school community without prior permission. 

In line with Thoughtful’s GDPR policy, unless otherwise agreed with the school, we will retain your evidence for 6 months following your award submission, 
after which time the evidence will be deleted from our SharedDrive. We will maintain a record of your award status and our paperwork (this application form, 
your certificate etc) as part of our ongoing relationship with your school. 
 
Please send your £275 application fee payment via BACS to:  
 
SAPERE  
Sort Code: 08-92-99  
Account: 65524521 
 
Alternatively, you may contact the office on 01784 906899 if you wish to pay the application fee by card. 
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Please answer the questions below, if applicable: 

Item Response 

How regularly do you do P4C in your school?   

 

Which year groups do you practise P4C with?  

 

 

Have there been any staff changes since your 

Bronze Award? 
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What training have staff undergone since 

your Bronze Award? Please include level, 

dates, number of participants. 

 

 

SILVER LEVEL Supporting Statement 
EVIDENCE 

(Appendices) 

PUPILS – How well are they doing P4C? 

Building a 
Community of 
Philosophical 

Enquiry 
 

• Pupils have become familiar with the 4C thinking model, 

contributing to and reviewing class ground rules regularly 

• Pupils understand the 10-step philosophical enquiry process or 

the SAPERE Elements (as appropriate to their age and 

experience) and engage in activities to develop P4C skills 

• Pupils increasingly recognise or use the language of 

philosophical enquiry 

• Pupils increasingly recognise and/or model caring and 

collaborative behaviour 

  

Questioning 
and 

commenting 

• Pupils are increasingly confident in identifying and asking open 

philosophical questions where concepts are becoming more 

evident 

• Pupils are engaging and exploring their understanding of 

concepts 

 

Development 
of 

• Pupils are able to give reasons to support a view 

• Pupils can connect their own ideas and experiences with those of 

others 
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Philosophical 
Thinking 

 

• Pupils are able to use an example or evidence to support or 

challenge a view 

• Pupils can identify concepts and linking concepts in their 

discussions 

• Pupils are able to recognise different perspectives in an 

argument  

• There is some evidence of pupils being able to transfer their P4C 

skills in other areas of their learning 

Review and 
Evaluation 

• Pupils can increasingly reflect upon and evaluate progress of the 

community and themselves as individuals against more 

developed 4Cs thinking criteria, as appropriate to their age and 

experience  

 

 
 

SILVER LEVEL Supporting Statement 
EVIDENCE 

(Appendices) 

TEACHERS – How well are they developing their skills? 

Classroom 
practice 

 

• Consistent P4C sessions are planned into 

the timetable across a key stage or  

subject area 

• The P4C methodology and approach is 

becoming evident in teaching and learning 

across other areas of the curriculum 
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Facilitation 
skills 

• P4C practitioners are consistently 

facilitating P4C enquiries, either in discrete 

sessions or within their subject specialism  

• P4C practitioners elicit connections, 

distinctions, reasons and examples from 

pupils in P4C sessions 

• P4C practitioners support and encourage 

pupils in challenging each other’s opinions 

using reasons 

• P4C practitioners demonstrate a higher 

level of facilitator questioning to push for 

understanding of issues and concepts 

arising 

• P4C practitioners help pupils identify 4Cs 

thinking within a philosophical enquiry 

 

Planning 
 

• P4C practitioners plan a series or cycle of 

P4C enquiries, which include a P4C skills 

development exercise, for example a 

concept stretcher, questioning or 

reasoning skills exercise 

• Planning reflects teacher’s review and 

evaluation of the enquiry to inform future 

facilitation and planning of sessions 
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P4C 
Leadership 

role 

• The P4C leader and a minimum of one P4C 

practitioner have completed the Level Two, 

including appropriate assessments 

• The P4C leader monitors and reviews P4C 

across the school 

• The P4C leader and P4C facilitator(s) model 

or support philosophical enquiry sessions 

with other P4C practitioners 

• The P4C leader leads twilight sessions to 

maintain the profile of P4C and share good 

practice  

• The P4C leader coordinates medium-term 

planning for a cycle of P4C enquiries, which 

includes P4C skills development exercises 

and allows for teacher review of enquiries 

 

Review and 
Evaluation 

• P4C leader and P4C facilitator(s) support 

the P4C practitioners in reviewing 

and reflecting upon their own P4C practice 

to inform subsequent sessions 

• P4C practitioners encourage pupils to 

review and evaluate P4C together against 

the 4Cs 

• P4C practitioners share good practice 

through peer observation and feedback, 

coordinated by the P4C leader 
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SILVER LEVEL Supporting Statement 
EVIDENCE 

(Appendices) 

SCHOOL – How well is P4C supported across the school? 

 
Headteacher & 

SLT 
commitment 

• Evidence that P4C is identified as part of the school’s strategic 

vision and development plan  

• P4C is supported by a member of the SLT who has done at least 

Level One training 

• HT and SLT ensure sufficient Level One training across whole 

school or subject area/key stage  

  

 
Level of whole 
school training 

• The school has had whole school Level One training across the 

relevant key stages or subject area (secondary) or sufficient staff 

are trained to ensure consistency and continuity of P4C practice, 

depending upon size of school 

• A minimum of two teaching professionals including the P4C 

leader have completed a Level Two 

 

 
Involving the 
whole school 

• P4C sessions are observed by teachers from other schools 

• Parents are made aware that the school uses P4C  

• Governors are introduced to P4C and P4C is allocated as  

a responsibility for governor scrutiny 

• Some subject leaders identify philosophical concepts and P4C 

opportunities within their curriculum subjects 
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Review and 
Evaluation 

• P4C Leader and HT or SLT monitor and review progress  

in P4C facilitation across the school and identify next steps 

• Agreed process in place to further monitor impact of P4C on 

learning and/or behaviour, for example the progression of 4Cs 

skills 

 

 
 

THANK YOU 
If we require more evidence or clarity on any aspects of the Award application, we will contact you directly.  

Assessments take between 5-6 weeks not including school holidays. 
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