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‘If a [person’s] actions are not guided by thoughtful conclusions, then
they are guided by inconsiderate impulse, unbalanced appetite,
caprice, or the circumstances of the moment.’

— John Dewey:

Welcome to our 2025 conference—our first conference to be held in Wales and our first event as Thoughtful. 

Inspired by our new name, the theme this year is “Thoughtfulness”. Together we will ask: What does it mean to
be thoughtful? Is thoughtfulness something philosophy promotes? Where, when and why do we need thoughtful
people? How thoughtful are our schools, universities, homes, hospitals, museums and prisons? Can AI be
thoughtful? Are we becoming more or less thoughtful?

It is a privilege to welcome as keynote speakers Prof Angie Hobbs and Dr Elizabeth Mackintosh, whose talks you
can read about on page 4. They join a varied programme of contributors that includes academics, practitioners,
teachers, writers, and students—all with a stake in philosophical education in its many forms. You can find the
programme on pages 2–3. Our programme also celebrates two Welsh Gold Award Schools: The John Frost School
and Ysgol Panteg. Students and teachers from these primary and secondary schools will be demonstrating
philosophical enquiry on Friday. 

This year we are hosted by our partner organisation, the University of South Wales, a recent addition to our
growing network of twelve University Partners working with us to research, teach and advocate for Philosophy
for Children and Communities (P4C) and equip the next generation of professionals to do the same.

We are grateful to The Royal Institute of Philosophy (TRIP) and The Analysis Trust for kindly supporting our
conference this year. The support from TRIP has allowed us to freeze ticket prices and to expand our bursary
offer. The support from the Analysis Trust has made it possible to offer bursaries specifically to students. We are
also grateful to the generous delegates whose donations have enabled us to widen access to this year’s event.

With 40 contributors offering 19 sessions looking at topics as varied as thoughtfulness in early years, teacher
education, hospital schools, and home education, we hope this event will exemplify—as well as explore—
thoughtfulness in its many forms.

Emma Swinn MBE
Director of Operations and Development

Grace Lockrobin
Director of Philosophy and Education

Welcome to our conference

https://www.southwales.ac.uk/
https://www.sapere.org.uk/settings/higher-education/
https://royalinstitutephilosophy.org/
https://academic.oup.com/analysis/pages/the-analysis-trust


Pre-Conference Programme

USW Newport City Campus, Usk Way, Newport NP20 2BP
(A Floor, Room A32) 

13.45 - 14.00 ARRIVALS

14.00 - 14.15 Welcome and Introduction
Emma Swinn and Jude Penny

14.15 - 15.00
Primary P4C Demo

Bethany Exall
and the students of Ysgol Panteg - A Thoughtful Gold Award School

15.00 - 15.15 Debrief and delegate discussion
facilitated by Jane Yates

15.15 - 16.00

Secondary P4C Demo
Menna Wheeler, Lynda Mills

 and the students of the John Frost School - A Thoughtful Gold Award School

16.00 - 16.15 Debrief and delegate discussion
facilitated by Jane Yates

16.15 - 16.30
Teaching philosophically

a panel discussion with teachers from both schools
facilitated by Grace Lockrobin

18.30 - late SOCIAL 
At Drago Lounge, Friars Walk Mall, Kingsway Centre, R2, Newport NP20 1EA
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Students of Ysgol Panteg
Thoughtful Gold Award School

Students of The John Frost School
Thoughtful Gold Award School

It is a pleasure to welcome two Welsh Gold Award Schools to
demonstrate philosophical enquiry at our pre-conference event



Conference Programme
LECTURE THEATRE  (A16) BREAKOUT 1 (C29) BREAKOUT 2 (C30) ONLINE (C25)

08.30 - 09.00 REGISTRATION (USW Newport City Campus, Reception)

08.30 - 09.00 ARRIVALS & REGISTRATION
(Go to reception)

ARRIVALS
(Zoom link will be emailed) 

09.00 - 09.10
Welcome and introduction 

Grace Lockrobin 
and Jude Penny

Welcome and introduction 
Grace Lockrobin 
and Jude Penny

09.10 - 10.00

Keynote: 
Thoughtfulness and a

 Good Life
Prof Angie Hobbs

Chair: Grace Lockrobin

Online keynote: 
Thoughtfulness and a Good

Life
Prof Angie Hobbs

Chair: Grace Lockrobin

10.10 - 11.00

Parallel presentation:
Seeds of Thought: Cultivating
Reflexive Minds in Catholic RE

and in Personal, Social and
Career Development

Dr Edward Wright 
Chair: Dr Rhiannon Love

Parallel presentation:
Developing thoughtfulness in
heritage education: a journey

from the classroom to
rejuvenated outdoor spaces.

Meghan Tipping & 
Dr Paul Gurton

Chair: Jane Yates

Parallel presentation:
Thoughtfulness and trust in 

child-led education 
Dr Annie Webster

Chair: Grace Lockrobin 

Parallel online presentation:
A thoughtless approach to
teaching controversy in the

classroom
Jake Muir

Chair: Emma Leeson

11.00 - 11.30 COFFEE (served outside A16) BREAK

11.30 - 12.20

Parallel workshop:
World-making: from fiction

to P4C in morning form-time
Rosie Wilson

Chair: Tom Bigglestone
Parallel panel discussion:

P4C in Thoughtful Teacher
Education

Dr Rhiannon Love, Dr Sarah
Hall, Dr Tracy Edwards, Simon

Brennan, and Jane Yates
Chair: Kate Halliwell

Parallel presentation:
‘Not being governed quite so

much’: Can Foucaultian
critique be a goal of P4C?

Oswald Tanti Rigos
Chair: Emma Swinn

Online parallel presentation:
Lipman and Kant on internal
self-criticism: A dialogue on

thoughtfulness
Asst. Prof Keisha Christle

A. Abog
Chair: Fufy Demissie 

12.30 - 13.20

Parallel presentation:
Finding their voice: 

How children experience
thoughtful philosophical

dialogue as a path to
liberation 

Dr Caroline Elbra-Ramsay
Chair: Jude Penny

Parallel workshop:
Cynefin, Thoughtfully

Dr Darren Chetty
Chair: Rosie Wilson

Online parallel presentation:
Insights from the Talk with

Tales for Children programme
Dr Fufy Demissie  

Chair: Aimee George

13.20 - 14.20
LUNCH (served on B Floor)

Book sale and signing with: Prof Angie Hobbs, Dr Darren Chetty, Meghan Tipping, 
Dr Paul Gurton, Jason Buckey, Tom Bigglestone, Brandon Robshaw and Hugo Whatley.

LUNCH

14.20 - 14.30 Welcome Back 
Emma Swinn MBE

Welcome Back 
Emma Swinn MBE

14.30 - 15.20

Keynote: 
Philosophy in the Wild: 

Team Wales  
Dr Elizabeth Mackintosh
Chair: Emma Swinn MBE

Online keynote: 
Philosophy in the Wild: 

Team Wales  
Dr Elizabeth Mackintosh
Chair: Emma Swinn MBE

15.25 - 16.15

Parallel presentation:
Healing through thinking 

Anne Patrick
Chair: Emma Leeson

Parallel presentation:
Can AI be thoughtful? As if…

Dr David Aldridge and
 Clare Jarmy

Chair: Dr Darren Chetty

Parallel workshop:
How to Make Groupwork

Work Better – Thoughtfully 
Tom Bigglestone

Jason Buckley

Online parallel presentation:
Interpreting P4C in the ELT

context
Dr Nino Nijaradze, Dr Zinaida

Chachanidze and 
Dr Natia Zviadadze
Chair: Laura Wilkins

16.20 - 16.45
Plenary and book raffle

Emma Swinn and 
Grace Lockrobin

Plenary and book raffle
Emma Swinn and 
Grace Lockrobin

16.45 - 19.00 SOCIAL 
At Drago Lounge, Friars Walk Mall, Kingsway Centre, R2, Newport NP20 1EA
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Keynote Speakers
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Dr Beth MackintoshProf Angie Hobbs

This year we’re delighted to welcome Prof Angie Hobbs and Dr Beth
Mackintosh as Keynote Speakers

How do I want to live? What sort of community do I want to live in and help create? Without some training and
practice in thinking about these big questions, ideally from a young age, our lives can go badly awry. But the very
process of thinking about them itself requires thought: how do we best protect ourselves against fake news and
(mis)information overload? There are also crisis situations which demand swift and decisive action: how can we
best prepare for these by thinking through various possible scenarios and responses in advance? Angie Hobbs
considers the thoughtful foundations of a good life. 

“Thoughtfulness and a Good Life” - Prof Angie Hobbs

“Philosophy in the Wild – Finding Hope in Mixed Communities”, is a global “Women In Parenthesis” public
philosophy project which builds on the success of “Notes from a Biscuit Tin”. Between April 2025 and April
2026, an anthrozoological vasculum, symbolising philosopher Mary Midgley’s biscuit tin, will collect field notes
and multispecies poetry from 13 global sites and it all started in Wales! This a project which calls on us to be
thoughtful in the most embodied and environmentally collective sense. It not only starts in Wales, but Team
Wales, led by philosopher and educator Dr. Beth Mackintosh, and ably supported by Welsh National Poet Hanan
Issa and the Children’s Laureate for Wales 2019-2021 Elosie Wiliams (and other greats) have created workshops
that have now spawned across Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and Swansea. These workshops are making their
way into Welsh schools and are looking to become firmly fixed programmes that will continue long after the
homecoming of the vasculum in 2026!

“Philosophy in the Wild: Team Wales” - Dr Elizabeth Mackintosh

https://www.womeninparenthesis.co.uk/
https://www.notesfromabiscuittin.com/voyages/2019-2021-notes-from-a-biscuit-tin/


Asst. Prof Keisha Christle A. Ablog
Keisha Christle A. Abog is an Assistant Professor at the University
of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB). Her master’s thesis,
“Democratizing the Classroom: Realizing Kant’s Kingdom of Ends
through Lipman’s Community of Inquiry,” builds a theory to
establish the explicit connection between Philosophy for Children
(P4C) and Kantian Ethics. Having been introduced to P4C only
upon pursuing her graduate studies, she has since dreamt of having
a P4C-specific undergraduate course at UPLB. Fervently
committed to advancing P4C in the Philippines, she proposed the
institution of PHLO 183 (P4C) at UPLB and has taught the course
since its successful institution.

Prof David Aldridge
David Aldridge taught Religious Education and Philosophy in
secondary schools before moving into Higher Education. He has
held posts at King’s College London, Oxford Brookes and Brunel.
His research focuses on three main areas: (i) evidence and
evidence-based practice in teacher development and policy,
including critiques of educational ‘science’; (ii) the theological
legacy in schooling, drawing on history, philosophy and theology to
address topics such as literacy, intelligence, fairness, faith schools
and moral education; and (iii) artificial intelligence and education,
where he explores the philosophical importance of embodiment
and the risks of AI-supported lesson planning.

Tom Bigglestone
Tom is an expert in oracy, metacognition and Philosophy for
Children. An experienced teacher and leader in several schools,
Tom has been Head of Humanities, Religious Studies and
Philosophy, as well as sat on Senior Academic Management Teams.
He has been CEO, at The Philosophy Man for seven years, and Co-
Founder and Director of Hidden Leaders. He still works in
classrooms week-in, week-out.

Simon Brennan
Simon is a Government of Ireland Research Scholar, PhD candidate
and Assistant Professor in the Philosophy of Education at Mary
Immaculate College, Limerick. He lectures in Philosophy of
Education as well as in Ethics and Ethical, Multi-Belief, and Values
Education (EMBVE). With an academic background in Philosophy
(BA) and Music Education (M.Ed.), he is also a qualified primary
school teacher (PGCE) and an experienced facilitator of
philosophical inquiry. Simon has worked in diverse educational
contexts across Kenya, Uganda, England, Costa Rica and Ireland.
His research interests include Philosophy for/with Children, Global
Citizenship Education, EMBVE and aesthetic education. 

Dr Zinaida Chachanidze
Dr Zinaida Chachanidze is an Associate Professor in the
Department of English Philology at Akaki Tsereteli State University
(ATSU). She earned her undergraduate and graduate degrees in
English Language and Literature from Kutaisi State University and
completed her doctorate in English Philology at Georgian Technical
University. Her scholarly work focuses on translation studies and
modern pedagogical approaches. She is the author of the syllabus
of Critical Thinking and P4C and one of the implementers of the
mentioned course.

...Her contributions include a monograph, more than thirty peer-
reviewed articles and participation in over twenty-five local and
international conferences. 

Dr Darren Chetty
Dr Darren Chetty was born in Swansea and currently lives in
London. He is a lecturer at University College London and an expert
in philosophy for/with children and children’s literature. He taught
in primary schools for over twenty years. In 2014 he won the ICPIC
award for interpreting philosophy for /with children. He is a
contributor to the bestselling book, The Good Immigrant (Unbound).
Darren writes, with Karen Sands O’Connor, a regular column for
 Books for Keeps,  examining racially minoritised characters in
children’s literature, entitled  Beyond the Secret Garden. A book,
based on the column, was published in 2024. 

Darren contributed to the  Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic
Communities, Contributions and Cynefin in the New Curriculum
Working Group Report authored by Professor Charlotte Williams. In
2022, he co-edited, with Grug Muse, Hanan Issa, and Iestyn
Tyne, Welsh (Plural): Essays on the Future of Wales (Repeater). His
essay from the book is included in the WJEC English Language and
Literature GCSE in Wales. Darren also contributed to The
Mab (Unbound), a contemporary retelling of the Mabinogi tales. In
2023 he wrote and presented  The Dragon on My Shirt a five-part
online documentary series for the FAW’s Red Wall Plus, exploring
Black and racially minoritised footballers who represented Wales.  

Dr Fufy Demissie
Dr Fufy Demissie is a senior lecturer at the Sheffield Institute of
Education at Sheffield Hallam University. Her research interests
include dialogic pedagogy, teachers’ continuous professional
development, early years and Philosophy for Children. 

Dr Tracy Edwards
Dr Tracy Edwards is a Senior Lecturer in Education at Leeds Beckett
University, and Course Leader for the MA Inclusive Practice in
Education and PG Cert Leading SEN in International Contexts. She
has extensive experience of teaching and school leadership in both
mainstream and special education, and of working with ‘Philosophy
for Children’ in both her classroom practice, and current work as a
teacher educator. Tracy is author of ‘Severe and Profound and
Multiple Learning Difficulties in Schools: Ethical and Dilemma-Based
Perspectives’ (to be published by Routledge in October 2025).

Dr Caroline Elbra-Ramsay
I have been working in Initial teacher Education (York St John
University) for seventeen years following a career in primary
education. For much of this time I have been teaching on a
Philosophy for Children option module for final year Primary
Education student teachers. At the same time I have completed
Level 1, Level 2a and Level 2b SAPERE training. My interest and
enthusiasm for Philosophy for Children led me to apply for a period
of Academic Leave in 23-24 when I returned to the primary
classroom to teach Year Five for a five month period where I was
able to teach P4C. This session will outline the findings of the
accompanying research project (Elbra-Ramsay, 2025). 

Cont.

 

Conference Contributors
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Bethany Exall
Bethany Exall is a teacher at Ysgol Panteg and the school’s
Philosophy for Children (P4C) lead. She has guided the school to
achieve the SAPERE Silver Award in 2024 and the Gold Award in
2025, embedding philosophical dialogue across the curriculum.
Bethany works with children in Year 4 and is passionate about
creating spaces where children’s thinking can flourish. She is
particularly interested in the relationship between thoughtfulness
and classroom dialogue, and in helping children become more
reflective, caring, and critical thinkers. Bethany also supports
colleagues in developing their own facilitation skills and fostering a
whole-school culture of enquiry.

Dr Paul Gurton
Paul is a former primary school teacher, headteacher and university
lecturer. He led the undergraduate route for primary student
teachers at the university of Wolverhampton and pioneered
exchange placements with students from Belgium and Spain.
Amongst other achievements, Paul has worked on research projects
on Special Educational Needs and Environmental Education in
Greece and India and has often spoken at national and international
conferences. He encourages students, teachers and pupils in schools
to develop their understanding of the world using dialogue. His
doctorate was a case study of a school that uses talk and philosophy
as an underpinning pedagogy. Paul’s most recent publication is
Bringing Talk to Life: Thinking Through Dialogue in the Classroom
co-authored with Meghan Tipping.

Dr Sarah Hall
Dr. Sarah Hall is a Reader in Religion and Education in the
Department for Teacher Education at the University of Birmingham.
She is the curriculum lead for Secondary ITT Religious Education, ITT
PSHE and various undergraduate modules in the school of Education
and the school of Theology. Her research interests are in the areas
of RE, PSHE, sex education and LGBTQ+ education, and Philosophy
for Children as an educational pedagogy.  

Prof Angie Hobbs 
Prof Angie Hobbs is Professor of the Public Understanding of
Philosophy at the University of Sheffield, and has sought to increase
philosophy provision in schools for many years. She gained a degree
in Classics and a PhD in ancient Philosophy at the University of
Cambridge, and her chief interests are in ancient philosophy and
literature, and ethics and political theory from classical thought to
the present, and she has published widely in these areas; Why Plato
Matters Now is being published by Bloomsbury on 28.8.2025. She
works in a number of policy sectors, and contributes regularly to
media around the world, including 27 appearances on In Our Time on
Radio 4; she has spoken at the World Economic Forum at Davos, the
Athens Democracy Forum, the Houses of Parliament, the Scottish
Parliament and Westminster Abbey and been the guest on Desert
Island Discs and Private Passions.

Clare Jarmy
Clare Jarmy is Director of Innovation at Haberdashers Elstree
Schools, where she leads on digital transformation, AI integration
and curricular innovation. A philosopher by background, she has
taught Philosophy and Religious Studies at secondary level for 16
years, and has loved taking opportunities to teach philosophy to
younger children.

... Her research interests span correctness and truth in religious
education, museum education, and more recently AI and education.
She has presented at many national conferences for audiences of
teachers as well as academics and has been an author for the TES
since 2013.

Dr. Rhiannon Love
Dr. Rhiannon Love is a Senior Lecturer at the Institute for Education
at the University of Winchester. She is the curriculum lead for
Primary Religious Education and Philosophy for Children (P4C) and
her research interests are in the areas of Philosophy for Children,
with particular interest in its potential for supporting wellbeing,
Primary Religious Education and LGBTQ+ student teacher
experience. 

Dr Elizabeth Mackintosh
Dr Beth Mackintosh is an Associate Lecturer and Visiting Research
and Knowledge Exchange Fellow at the University of Winchester and
has taught at the University regularly since 2015. She is also a fellow
at Oxford Interfaith Forum at Oxford University and has been a
teacher of Philosophy and Religious Studies in secondary education
for over 20 years. She has a longstanding involvement in public
philosophy and philosophy for and with children. Her research has
increasingly focused on the work of the late British philosopher Mary
Midgley, although her overarching research has been in moral
philosophy, medical ethics and also the intersection of animal and
environmental ethics.

Lynda Mills
Lynda Mills is Head of Year and a Teacher of maths at the John Frost
School.

Jake Muir 
Jake Muir is a PhD candidate at the University of Melbourne and
Deputy Chair of the Victorian Association for Philosophy in Schools
(VAPS). A former Head of Performing Arts and Philosophical Thinking
at Preston High School, Jake has led whole-school initiatives
integrating Philosophy for Children (P4C) and Community of Inquiry
pedagogies. His research explores how subjectivity is constituted
through classroom dialogue on contemporary political issues, with a
theoretical grounding in Lacanian psychoanalysis. Jake is also
Managing Editor of ACCESS: Contemporary Issues in Education.

Dr Nino Nijaradze 
Dr Nino Nijaradze studied English Language and Literature at Tbilisi
State University, Georgia. She also has an MA in Language Teaching
(TESOL) from Lancaster University (Great Britain) and PhD in
Linguistics from Akaki Tsreteli State University (Kutaisi, Georgia). Her
interests include applied linguistics, academic writing, ELT
methodology and teacher education. At present she is the Head of
English Philology Department of Akaki Tsereteli State University.
Over the years she has presented at over 20 international
conferences and authored or co-authored five books in both English
and Georgian. She has used P4C in her language teaching and teacher
education classes since 2016 and has published several articles based
on this experience. 

Cont.
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https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/why-plato-matters-now-9781399403412/#:~:text=Exploring%20the%20intersection%20between%20the,%2C%20art%20and%20myth%2Dmaking.
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/why-plato-matters-now-9781399403412/#:~:text=Exploring%20the%20intersection%20between%20the,%2C%20art%20and%20myth%2Dmaking.


Anne Patrick
Anne trained as a teacher at La Sainte Union College of Higher
Education in Southampton, where she was first introduced to
philosophy. As Team Leader of The Royal London Hospital School,
Anne led the school to Gold in the SAPERE Going for Gold
programme. With her 26 years in hospital education, she has
observed how encouraging patients to think deeply improves their
overall wellbeing and recovery. She has seen how thinking together
changes not only the patient outcomes and chances but also the
family and wider community. Now retired, Anne still teaches
philosophy voluntarily and continues to study the subject.

Oswald Tanti Rigos
Oswald Tanti Rigos lectures in philosophy of education at Malta’s
Institute for Education. He holds Bachelor’s and Master’s in the
field from the University of Malta. His scholarly work explores the
ethical, political, and epistemological dimensions of schooling. He
has presented at numerous conferences and previously lectured in
philosophy at a post-secondary institution. His current research
investigates the inherent tension between societal enculturation
and the development of individual subjectivity.
 
Meghan Tipping
Meghan is the author, historian and freelance educator behind
Rooted in Talk. Meghan started Rooted in Talk because she is
passionate about offering learning experiences that foster a love for
dialogue and ignite a passion for self-expression and critical
thinking. From embedding a whole school approach to Philosophy
for Children within the curriculum to designing multiple units of
work for primary programmes as a Design Lead, P4C has been
central to Meghan’s career. Following an MA in Global History,
Meghan has expanded her experience across various sites in
Sheffield through funded heritage engagement projects where her
pedagogy has influenced the way she has developed activities and
events to engage with communities. She has recently co-authored a
book on Talk entitled Bringing Talk to Life: Thinking Through
Dialogue in the Classroom.

Annie Webster
After ten years immersed in academic philosophy and competitive
debating in Oxford (via Oxford Brookes University), Annie Webster
left the ivory tower behind. After a PhD-related breakdown down
she fled to the Forest of Dean. She now lives in an off-grid home in
the woods, striving to live out her philosophical values of low-
impact, nature-connected living. Over the last five years, Annie has
discovered the power of non-formal education through work with
Erasmus+, the Scouts, alternative schools, and home education
communities. Her current inquiry is how to meaningfully integrate
formal philosophical training into the world of child-led, curiosity-
driven learning. 

Menna Wheeler
I am the P4C Lead and a Teacher of English at the John Frost
School. For three years, I’ve led P4C in a Welsh secondary school,
earning the Gold Award in 2025. We’ve built a thriving culture of
student-led philosophical enquiry, extending philosophical thinking
across the wider community. My experience shows how philosophy
empowers young people to create authentic, community-rooted
experiences to find deeper understanding in themselves and the
world around them.

... It fosters creativity, especially seeking freedom from rigid exam
structures, and inspired passions in subjects they’ve experienced in a
new light. In safe, inclusive spaces, it gives voice to the voiceless and
nurtures empathy, social awareness, and personal growth. Philosophy
brings people together, bridging differences and deepening
understanding across communities. 

Rosie Wilson
Rosie Wilson is a creative practitioner, practising English Teacher and
Thoughtful Trainer/Trustee. She has been practising Philosophy for
Children and Communities for twelve years, training teachers and
supporting schools in P4C for ten years. She also has a specialism
developed over twenty years in using picture books and global fiction
to inspire dialogue.

Dr. Edward Wright 
Dr. Edward Wright is a resident academic at the University of Malta.
Previously, he was a teacher for 25 years and Head of Department
for 13 years with the Secretariat for Catholic Education. Throughout
his doctoral journey at Bournemouth university where he had also
graduated at a Masters level in Media and Communications, he
investigated how digital technologies, especially photography and
film-making, can contribute to meaning-making and identity
formation in adolescence through narrative pedagogies. His academic
research relates to how aspects of spirituality as meaning-making can
be addressed narratively and through a cross-curricular approach,
making them sources of strength transpiring from the potential of
human vulnerability. He is interested in narrative and critical
pedagogies, and the psychology and philosophy of education and
wellbeing for the holistic formation of students and teachers,
especially PSCD and CRE. He also in a degree in Psychology, a post-
graduate certificate in Education with specialization in PSCD and
another in the Learning Outcomes Approach, and degrees in
Theology.

Jane Yates
During 2021-2024, Jane Yates was involved as a trainer and project
manager on the SAPERE Thinking Together in Science and RE
Project. Prior to becoming a SAPERE trainer, Jane was the P4C Lead
in a primary school, leading her school to become a Gold P4C school
in 2017. She is delighted that P4C is still a strong feature of the
school which has since been re-accredited twice. Jane has recently
worked in the RE department of a large secondary school, and has
various national and regional RE advisory roles. Jane is currently a
doctoral student with the University of Cumbria.

Dr Natia Zviadadze
Dr Natia Zviadadze is an Associate Professor in the Department of
English Philology at Akaki Tsereteli State University (ATSU) and
serves as the Head of the ATSU Language Centre, with nearly
twenty-five years of experience teaching English. She earned her
PhD in Theoretical and Comparative Linguistics from Tbilisi Ivane
Javakhishvili State University in 2009. Dr. Zviadadze delivers lectures
in Theoretical and Functional English Grammar, Applied Linguistics,
and ELT Methodology to both BA and MA students, and she co-
supervises PhD dissertations. Her current research focuses on
interdisciplinary areas covering linguistics and ELT Methodology,
including integrating P4C into the methodology course.
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“Seed of Thought: Cultivating Reflexive Minds in Catholic Religious Education and in Personal, Social and Career Development”
with Dr. Edward Wright
This presentation explores the philosophical foundations and practical significance of thoughtfulness in the context of education, spotlighting
its deep links with critical reflection and reflexivity in action. Grounded in the philosophy of education, the discussion examines how fostering
a spirit of thoughtful inquiry enriches Catholic Religious Education and Personal, Social, and Career Development (PSCD) programs. Drawing
on thinkers such as John Dewey, Paulo Freire, Hannah Arendt, and Thomas Merton, and narrative and critical pedagogies applied in p4c, the
argument demonstrates that thoughtfulness is not mere contemplation but an active, ethical stance that empowers learners to engage
meaningfully with content, others, and themselves. This reflective capacity is shown to be vital for spiritual formation, ethical discernment,
and authentic personal growth. 

“Developing thoughtfulness in heritage education: a journey from the classroom to rejuvenated outdoor spaces.” with Meghan Tipping and 
Dr Paul Gurton
This session will follow one educator’s journey from teaching children in the primary classroom to using outdoor heritage spaces as a stimulus
for thinking together. Three case studies show how rejuvenated outdoor spaces, such as Victorian cemeteries or nature reserves, can be used
to develop thinking together, enabling children and young adults to have a fuller understanding of the history of their community. The session
will explore the idea of openness and vulnerability in learning. The kind of thoughtfulness that develops has a true Freirean dimension as
students are encouraged to see themselves as subjects in their own environment and community.

“Thoughtfulness and trust in child-led education” with Dr Annie Webster
Child-led education requires both trust and thoughtfulness. In this session, I will share my experiences of integrating formal philosophical
training into the world of alternative education. I’ve found that this work demands a particular kind of thoughtfulness—one rooted in being
fully present to a student’s emerging experience. At the same time, it involves balancing the potential outcomes of each moment, session, or
course with the broader context of the child’s needs, capacities, and goals. This thoughtfulness in action often feels like entering a flow-state
—trusting the process, the learner, and that the right outcomes will unfold in time. 

“A thoughtless approach to teaching controversy in the classroom” with Jake Muir [Online]
This presentation challenges the idea that controversial issues in the classroom should in the way of navigating complex controversial topics in
classroom discussion be approached through rationality or reasonableness alone. While it may be that some students bring irrationality or
unreasonableness to discussions around controversial topics, particularly contemporary political ones, focusing on this may not always be
productive. Instead, I explore what a "thoughtless" approach might offer, one that recognises how such issues are deeply tied to ideology,
identity, and affect. Drawing on psychoanalytic ideas, I suggest that moments of discomfort, silence, and contradiction in classroom dialogue
are productive for unpacking unconscious investments. Rather than focusing of thoughtfulness, in this presentation I theorise
thoughtlessness as "without (conscious) thought". As such, I explore what affordances such a theorisation might provide.
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“World-making: from fiction to  P4C in morning form-time” with Rosie Wilson
Rosie will share activities, insights and successes from a secondary pastoral programme which integrated P4C, Reading for Pleasure and
Catholic Social Teaching. Designed internally by senior leaders, this programme enabled all teachers and students to bring P4C into the school
day regularly, starting conversations inspired by characters and events about what kind of people they wanted to be now and in the future.
Rosie was privileged to support staff on this unique journey. Participants in this interactive workshop will engage with some of the student
and CPD activities and resources from sessions with the school and consider the replicability of the pastoral model.

“P4C in Thoughtful Teacher Education” with Dr Rhiannon Love, Dr Sarah Hall, Dr Tracy Edwards, Simon Brennan, and Jane Yates
This longer session will consider the role of philosophical enquiry on the professional development of classroom practitioners. On the panel:

Jane Yates will reflect on her recent leadership of the SAPERE ‘Thinking Together in Science and RE Project’, which involved 42 teachers
within science and RE departments from six secondary schools. In doing this, the ways in which ‘Philosophy for Children’ can facilitate
powerful cross-subject collaborations will be explored.
Dr Tracy Edwards will present case studies based on her research into ethical dilemmas encountered by teachers of learners with special
educational needs, emphasising the role of professional thoughtfulness in safeguarding vulnerable children and young people, including
those with severe, profound and multiple learning difficulties. The role of dilemma-based professional learning, in developing inclusive and
ethical policies and practices in schools, will  be explored.
Dr Rhiannon Love and Dr Sarah Hall will discuss the ways in which Philosophy for Children (P4C) pedagogy can support initial teacher
education, drawing upon their research with ten students on a Secondary Religious Education PGCE course. 
Simon Brennan, will discuss the ways in which philosophical inquiry can contribute to the cultivation of critical consciousness in preservice
teachers in the context of Global Citizenship Education (GCE), drawing upon his research with third-year Bachelor of Education students
undertaking a GCE elective.  

10.10 - 11.00

11.30 - 12.20

Parallel Sessions



“Not being governed quite so much: Can Foucaultian critique be a goal of P4C?” with Oswald Tanti Rigos
This presentation reconsiders the aims of using philosophy with children by exploring Foucault’s conception of critique as a historically
situated practice of desubjugation. Rather than equating critique with critical thinking, it reframes P4C as a mode of philosophical life oriented
towards resistance to governmentality. In this light, the child is no longer a rational apprentice but a subject in formation, engaged in ongoing,
uncertain, and necessary practice of freedom that challenges how truth, power and subjectivity are lived in the classroom. 

“Lipman and Kant on internal self-criticism: A dialogue on thoughtfulness” with Asst. Prof Keisha Christle A. Abog [Online}
Drawing from Lipman’s (2003) claims in Thinking in Education concerning Kant’s 1784 essay “What is Enlightenment?” I investigate Kant’s
understanding of the role of internal self-criticism in democratic institutions; Lipman and Kant’s respective notions of thinking for oneself; and
their respective notions of educating for thinking. I conclude that understanding Kantian concepts in the context of P4C provides a fresh
perspective in viewing thinking for oneself, educating for thinking, thoughtfulness, internal self-criticism, democracy, and ultimately, P4C
itself.
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“Healing through thinking” with Anne Patrick
Thoughtfulness plays a crucial role in healing by fostering connection, empathy, and support. It benefits both the giver and receiver,
enhancing personal and communal well-being through mindful, compassionate actions, but like any skill it needs to be honed and practised.
This session illustrates the ways in which philosophical enquiry made a positive impact on the recovery and healing of sick children at the
Royal London Hospital and suggests ways in which it could benefit patients in whatever medical setting they find themselves, whoever they
are and at whatever stage in their lives. 

“Can AI be Thoughtful? As if…” with Professor David Aldridge and Clare Jarmy
Chatbots often say they are “thinking”. How should we interpret that? Given that, as Stephen Wolfram puts it, “what ChatGPT [for example]
is always…trying to do is to produce a ‘reasonable continuation’ of whatever text it’s got so far” (2023), can we take these utterances at face
value? We will suggest that interacting with chatbots involves a game of make believe (c.f. Walton 1990), a fictionalist interaction where we
write and read ‘as if’ conversing with a thinking being. A number of educational implications follow. Can a conversation ‘as if’ tutoring be
tutoring? What does it take to be really teaching? 

12.30 - 13.20
“Finding their voice: How children experience thoughtful philosophical dialogue as a path to liberation” with Dr Caroline Elbra-Ramsay
The teacher's role in Philosophy for Children is to facilitate a collaborative, critical, caring and creative dialogue through a staged response to
the question. This session will examine how children conceptualised this dialogue as part of weekly P4C enquiries over a fifteen-week period.
Initially using Batkin's work on dialogism (Bakhtin, 2010), a phenomenographic approach was used to capture the ‘essences’ of the dialogue.
Not only did analysis identify that these were conceptualised as largely dialogic, 3 broader themes were identified indicating that thoughtful
philosophical dialogue was liberating (Freire, 1996). This supports the view that P4C is concerned with social justice where everybody has an
equally valid participating voice. 

“Cynefin, Thoughtfully” with Dr Darren Chetty
‘Cynefin, the place where we feel we belong, where the people and landscape around us are familiar, and the sights and sounds are
reassuringly recognisable. Though often translated as “habitat”, cynefin is not just a place in a physical or geographical sense: it is the historic,
cultural and social place which has shaped and continues to shape the community which inhabits it.’ (Welsh Government, 2020)  The notion
of Cynefin, so defined has become central to educational discourse in Wales. How can we take a thoughtful approach to this concept? Should
a philosophical education foster a notion of belonging or question it? Can it do both? In this workshop we will make use of Welsh children’s
literature and philosophical inquiry to sketch out a thoughtful approach to ‘cynefin’. 

“Strengthening early childhood practitioners’ dialogic reading practices– Insights from the Talk with Tales for Children (TWiTCH)
programme” with Dr Fufy Demissie  [Online}
My presentation will outline the findings from an EEF-funded project on shared book reading and dialogic pedagogy. Talk with Tales for
Children (TWiTCH) .. is a programme that uses traditional tales and dialogic principles to develop talk and communication skills in 3-4 year
olds. TWiTCH has reached over 200 practitioners (including childminders), 3,000 children, and 60 settings. The pilot findings showed
improvements in children’s confidence in group discussions, reasoning, and vocabulary. Additionally, there was a statistically significant
increase in practitioners' confidence in using effective questioning to extend and deepen learning. 

15.25 - 16.15

Parallel Sessions
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Parallel Sessions

What we do and why we do it

“How to Make Groupwork Work Better - Thoughtfully” with Tom Bigglestone
Small-group discussion plays a vital role in developing thoughtful, confident communicators — but it’s often overlooked or underused. This
practical workshop explores strategies to ensure all children get more speaking turns, using carefully structured talk to build self-scaffolding,
deeper thinking, and peer coaching. Drawing on over a decade of experience in schools and with The Philosophy Man, I will share tried-and-
tested tools like the “-Ometer” to manage group talk thoughtfully and effectively. Participants will experience the tools, unpack the
principles behind them, and create curriculum-based resources for immediate use — promoting more thoughtful communication and critical
thinking in the classroom. 

“Interpreting P4C in the ELT context” with Dr Nino, Dr Nijaradze, Zinaida Chachanidze and Dr Natia Zviadadze [Online}
The study reviews the applications of P4C in teaching English as a foreign language and ELT methodology courses at Akaki Tsereteli State
University. P4C has been used at ATSU in teaching ELT methodology courses to students of BA as well as Teacher Certification programmes
at different stages of instruction. It has also been implemented as an elective course and used as a data collection a method for teacher
cognition research. The presentation focuses on the benefits of Thoughtful approach including enhanced student confidence, reduced
language barriers for different level learners, evolution from basic to complex philosophical inquiries, better access to students’ pre-existing
attitudes, and re-evaluation of student learning.
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In 2025 SAPERE became Thoughtful. But our vision, mission, and values remain the same.
 
Our vision is a future where everyone has the opportunity to engage philosophically in discussions and public discourse that matters to them,
that motivates them to listen and to learn from others and makes a difference to how they think, feel, speak, and act in the world. We strive
to realise these benefits of a philosophical education as widely and equitably as possible, and we believe that this is both a personal and
public good.

Our mission is to establish and support spaces for philosophical reflection and enquiry, especially where young people gather and learn. We
champion the practice of philosophical dialogue and the positive difference it can make to personal development, lifelong learning, civic
discourse and thoughtful action. 

We do this by developing courses, classes, conferences, methods and materials that advance philosophical thinking among learners and their
teachers. We facilitate research that informs best practice and illuminates our philosophical work and its educational impact. We priortise the
education of disadvantaged learners and those who support them.

Our educational approach develops critical, creative, caring and collaborative thinking within communities. We strive to embody these values
as a charity.



This conference has been made possible thanks to the
generous support of The Royal Institute of Philosophy
(TRIP) and The Analysis Trust.

Thoughtful would also like to thank the speakers, the
chairs, the award schools, the staff, the trustees, and the
trainers who have contributed to the conference this year
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Your feedback helps us to improve future conferences
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yours: https://tinyurl.com/ThoughtfulConf25
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Thoughtful: The Society for Philosophical Enquiry 
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Shrewsbury Business Park. Shrewsbury SY2 6LGF

Registered Charity No. 1144595 
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youtube.com/@Thoughtful_P4C

bsky.app/profile/ThoughtfulP4C.bsky.social
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