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We are Thoughtful °’e o

We exist to help people improve their learning and their lives through philosophical enquiry.

Our aim is to give people the skills to thrive in school and society. Our vision is a future where
everyone has the opportunity to engage philosophically in discussions and public discourse
that matters to them, that motivates them to listen and to learn from others, and makes a
difference to how they think, feel, speak, and act in the world. We strive to realise these
benefits of philosophical education as widely and equitably as possible, and we believe that
philosophical education is both a personal and public good.

The main focus of our work is the professional development of educators. We deliver courses,
resources, and programmes of support for individuals and their institutions. The professional
development we offer embeds the practice of Philosophy for Children and Communities (P4C)
- a powerful pedagogy that promotes speaking, listening and thinking. This model amplifies
our impact. Since our foundation in 1992, we estimate that we have helped 1.67 million
learners develop essential skills in thinking, speaking, and listening.

Research shows that the cognitive, social, and emotional skills developed through
philosophical enquiry help close the attainment gap for disadvantaged learners, and it is for
that reason that Thoughtful focuses on schools that serve these underprivileged communities.
80% of our schools sit above the national average for children on free school meals.

Besides mainstream schools, our trainers and practitioners also work with special schools,
pupil referral units, hospital schools, private schools, international schools, holiday clubs and
home-schooling networks, ensuring that the widest range of young people can access the
philosophical education they need.

We also work with adults in higher education, informal education and business and with inter-
generational groups in community and cultural spaces including museums, galleries, cinemas,
theatres and heritage sites. In these settings, we equip both facilitators and participants in
dialogue, to develop personally and professionally.

Alongside this work we support the sustainability of philosophy in schools via the education of
future teachers and other professionals. .
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Partnership with Thoughtful e o

Collaboration with Higher Education Institutions (HEls), including Universities, Initial Teacher
Education (ITE) settings, and teaching schools is an essential part of our aim to realise the
benefits of philosophical education as widely and equitably as possible. We believe that by
working with HEls that research philosophical enquiry, practise P4C in their teaching, and train
others to do the same, we can better achieve this goal. And by coordinating networks of
colleagues engaged in similar work and by connecting them to local P4C schools and
communities, we believe that we can all learn from each other.

We appreciate that HEls vary significantly in their styles, models of teaching, student body
size and connection to P4C and so in developing the partnership model we have aimed
connect with institutions in flexible ways. We hope that this approach can lead to creative and
open partnerships, with the aim to facilitate meaningful expansion of P4C and the
development of high-quality practice and research.

Our partnerships with HEIs aim to ensure that:

* academics receive professional development in P4C and benefit from the adoption of
philosophical pedagogy in their teaching

* students learn to philosophise and develop their speaking listening and thinking skills and
enhance their employability

* course creators benefit from assistance with curriculum design to maximise opportunity
for dialogue and enquiry

* future teachers (and other future professionals like social workers and therapists)
experience P4C, develop their own philosophical practice and qualify with Thoughtful,
allowing them to take their skills into schools and communities

* more school children experience philosophical enquiry via ECT’s with P4C experience and
via stronger connections with local universities

* HELl's practising high quality P4C and ITE’s offering excellent professional development are
celebrated

* HEI networks for P4C grow nationally and internationally, while more HEI connections
with local schools and colleges practising P4C are established

* research on philosophical education is better designed and conducted

* high quality P4C resources are co-created and widely disseminated

* More academic and researchers become Thoughtful Fellows
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Oportunities and options %’ e

We want partnership to be as flexible as possible. As such, the following section outlines
possible opportunities for collaboration between Thoughtful and HEIls but is non-exhaustive.
If you have suggestions about how we might work together, please get in touch.

Opportunities for all HEl departments and for ITE providers:
* professional development courses
* consultancy on maximising opportunities for dialogue in curriculum design
* HEI network membership and access to free programme of online events*
* exploratory conversations about funding and research collaborations*
* opportunities to host and/or present” at our annual conference
* opportunities to access and contribute to co-op resource library

Opportunities specifically designed for ITE providers:
* trainer accreditation for ITE Educators
* consultation on ITE curriculum design, ensuring students satisfy L1 requirements
e certification of ITE students taught by Thoughtful-accredited HEI Trainers
* match-making between HEls and local Thoughtful schools and colleagues
* access to our HEl awards programme
* opportunities to co-create and disseminate P4C resources

* alongside HEI Network membership, access to the schools P4C network meetings
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Costs

Partnership status is free to all HEIs who wish to sign up. The following benefits are also free:

network membership, exploratory funding and research conversations, matchmaking between

schools and universities, opportunities to speak at our conferences and events, certification

for students taught by Thoughtful accredited HEI trainers.

The provision of certain services to partners, such as training and consultancy, incur fees.

Commissioning these services is entirely at the discretion of the HEI according to their needs

and partnership does not require that we work together in this way. These optional services

are outlined below as are the costs.

ltem

Cost per individual

Cost per Institution

Bespoke Level One course online: P4C for HE
(2-day course)

£300 (per place on an
open course)

£2,200
(commissioned
course for 8-16)

Bespoke Level One course in-person: P4C for HE

(2-day course)

£320 (per place on an

open course)

£2,400
(commissioned
course for 8-16)

Consultancy on non-ITE course design (0.5-1 day
of support)

N/A

£325.00 per day

Academic Trainer development programme
hybrid (2-day course and 3 twilights, resulting in
in-house status, recommended 2 delegates min)

£350 (per place on an
open course) This is an
introductory rate.

£2,800
(commissioned
course for 8-16)

Consultancy on L1-complient ITE courses (1-2
days of support)

N/A

£325.00 per day

Academic Trainer annual professional
development (required to remain registered)

£95 (per trainer, per
year)

N/A

Optional Thoughtful membership

£30 (per trainer, per

year)

N/A

L1 certification for unlimited ITE students

Free (providing a L1-
compliant P4C has
been taught by an
accredited trainer.

Partners who provide in-kind support such as hosting our conferences and events or

publicising our resources, can receive free or reduced-price services.
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Kinds of collaboration *°, ®

By joining Thoughtful in a HEI partnership your institution will have the opportunity to
collaborate with an extensive network of passionate and engaged academics, trainers, schools,
teachers, and students who believe in the value and potential of P4C. We are eager to explore
opportunities to develop partnerships that work effectively and can lead to meaningful
development of P4C practice.

In becoming an HEI partner, we ask you to agree to work with Thoughtful to advance our

mission to help people improve their learning and their lives through philosophical enquiry.

As outlined, partnership status is free to all HEIs who wish to sign up and it includes network
membership, exploratory funding and research conversations, matchmaking between schools
and universities, opportunities to speak at our conferences and events, certification for
students taught by Thoughtful accredited HEI trainers.

The provision of certain services to partners, such as training and consultancy, incur fees.
Commissioning these services is entirely at the discretion of the HEI according to their needs
and partnership does not require that we work together in this way. These optional services
are outlined below.

Bespoke Level One course online or in-person: P4C for HE

This bespoke Level One Course introduces Philosophy for Communities (P4C) as an approach
to teaching and learning within higher education. The focus is on a broad range of academic
teaching staff who are beginners with respect to understanding and implementing P4C in their
work. The aim of the course is to equip you with the knowledge, skills, and experiences you
need to begin practising philosophical enquiry, specifically as an andragogy for higher
education, so that you can support your students from a wide range of disciplines, to think,
speak and listen more effectively during their studies and when they enter the workplace.

Consultancy on non-ITE course design

This support involves reviewing whole degree programmes, or specific modules and advising
HEI leaders and educators on the opportunities for philosophical dialogue and enquiry which
they present. Typically, these opportunities arise though the exploration of contested
disciplinary and substantive concepts and various ethical, epistemological and ontological
disagreements that exist within and between discipline. We can then advise on practices of
philosophical andragogy that can stretch your students and boost engagement. This
consultancy works best in conjunction with the Level One Course: P4C in HE.
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Kinds of collaboration *°, ®

Train P4C: The Academic Trainer development programme

This offer familiarises academics with the structure and content of the Thoughtful Level One
Course and offers advice on how to integrate the Level One curriculum into university
programmes, typically within ITE. Those who successfully complete the programme are
eligible to apply for the status of Academic Trainer.

Subsequently, students who are introduced to P4C by Thoughtful Academic Trainers,
employed at Partner Institutions, receive free certification at Level One. This allows students
to share knowledge and best practice as Early Career Teachers and progress though levels Two
and Three as their career develops.

Consultancy on L1-compliant ITE courses

This support involves reviewing whole degree programmes, or specific modules, and advising
ITE leaders and educators on the opportunities to fulfil the requirements of the
ThoughtfulLevel One Course. Once this process is complete, Thoughtful will award certificates
to all students who complete programmes and/or modules determined to be Level-One-
Compliant when delivered by an Academic Trainer (or a Thoughtful Independent Trainer).
There will be no charge for this part of the service.

This consultancy will also advise on opportunities for ITE educators to employ the principles
of P4C as an andragogy for Higher Education that can stretch your students and boost
engagement. This consultancy works best in conjunction with the Academic Trainer
Development Programme.

Academic Trainer annual professional development

All Thoughtful trainers are required to undertake annual professional development with
SAPERE to maintain their trainer status. Opportunities to do this are available in-person and
online. We ask for an annual payment towards the cost of this.
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What students say °’e o

We asked students to tell us about the impact of the P4C training they have received as a
result of their university's Thoughtful partnership. This is what they told us:

University of Winchester students, 2023

* “The whole module has made mefurther realise my dream of becominga teacher. It has
inspired me tothink/teach in a different way and hashelped me to develop as a person
anda teacher beyond P4C!”

* “The module is so amazing that my only wish would be that they offer more places so that
more students can experience it.”

* “P4C has and will impact my futurepractice. It has shown me thebenefitsof allowing
children to takecontrol and discuss concepts that somechildren may never be given
the chance to talk about.”

Sheffield Hallam University students, 2021
* “| found the training very enlightening”
* “[Our Thoughtul trainer] facilitated the group well, with respect for each other’s opinions
which encouraged a willingness to participate and just have a go.”
* “l can clearly see the advantages of P4C for pupils”
* “| think that P4C training will benefit ITE students greatly as it clearly has an impact on
other areas of teaching and learning.”

University College London students, 2019

* “P4C has infiltrated all the other aspects of my teaching, especially with regards to leading
class discussions and when modelling”

* “It has made me reflect on teacher talk time/pupil talk time ratio. It made me reflect on
how much pupils are involved in other lessons.”

* “Injust a few sessions, P4C has had a very positive impact in my classroom.”

* “It has allowed me to critically reflect on my practice and how | plan my questioning across
all curriculum areas.”

* “It has been used in the classroom during guided reading and as the concept question links
to the class text | feel some pupils are more engaged in reading.”

* “l'have been more open to children's questions/curiosity”

* “| want to specialise in P4C for module 4!”
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How to sign up ®o ©®

In becoming a University partner, we ask you to agree to work with Thoughtful to advance our
mission to help people improve their learning and their lives through philosophical enquiry.
HEI partnership may be with whole institutions, specific departments or sub-departments.
Please specify which when applying. Applications for partnership can be made by any
permanent member of staff from the HEI, but they should be co-signed by a head of
department of other representative of senior leadership.

Please apply using this link: https://forms.office.com/e/UqgdBAj83H

You will be prompted to fill out the following information:
* |Institution or departmental name (specifying which)

Applicant name

Authorised co-signatory (where appropriate)

Confirmation that you support the mission of Thoughtful

Confirmation that you agree with the aims of partnership outlined in this charter

Specific suggestions about the forms of collaboration that interest you and/or a
suggestion of other ways to work with together

Confirmation that we can refer to you as a partner on our website and in our literature

A link to a logo we can use (optional)

Confirmation that you understand that partnership must be renewed every three years
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https://forms.office.com/e/UqgdBAj83H

A message from our co-directors

Emma Swinn MBE Dr Grace Lockrobin PhD

Director of Operations and Development ~ Director of Philosophy and Education

Recent humanitarian crises and conflicts have highlighted the urgency of our mission, raising
philosophical questions about compassion and collective responsibility. Rising political
polarisation and the influence of controversial online voices have made constructive dialogue
difficult, yet educators increasingly tell us that philosophical enquiry helps them navigate these
conversations. Rapid developments in generative Al continue to question what it means to
teach, learn, and think while highlighting the irreplaceable role of interpersonal dialogue in life
and learning. England’s Curriculum and Assessment Review has reaffirmed the importance of
oracy and critical thinking—areas in which philosophical enquiry is uniquely placed to
contribute, and this year, the first #PhilosophyMatters campaign united organisations in
celebrating the role of philosophy in education, industry and culture.

We know that philosophical questions nurture curiosity, imagination, and intellectual courage.
In a rapidly changing world, these are not luxuries but necessities—the foundations on which
thoughtful, compassionate, and responsible citizens are built.

We look forward to working with you to realise the benefits of philosophical eduaction widely
and equitably as possible.
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Thanks

Out work is made possible thanks to the dedication and
commitment of many people including staff and trustees
who drive development, operations, governance,
communications, finances, fundraising and administration
and much more; trainers and practitioners who deliver
our courses, develop our resources and advocate for our
mission; patrons whose voice amplifies our messages;
members who guide our decision-making; partners who
use philosophical enquiy to improve learning and lives;
collaborators and funders who help us innovate, develop
and research our impact; and our members and donors
whose financial and moral support is vital.

To suport our work visit:
www. sapere.org.uk/support-us

Keep in touch

Thoughtful: The Society for Philosophical Enquiry
C/o WR Partners LLP, Belmont House, Sitka Drive
Shrewsbury Business Park. Shrewsbury SY2 6LGF
Registered Charity No. 1144595

+44 (0) 17784 906899 @

www.thoughtful.org.uk @
enquiries@thoughtful.org.uk
facebook.com/ThoughtfulP4C £ |
instagram.com/Thoughtful_P4C
x.com/Thoughtful_P4C 69
bsky.app/profile/ThoughtfulP4C.bsky.social $¢
3 linkedin.com/company/Thoughtful-P4C (I3
youtube.com/@Thoughtful_P4C &3



https://www.sapere.org.uk/support-us/
https://www.sapere.org.uk/join/
https://www.sapere.org.uk/
https://www.sapere.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SAPEREP4C/
mailto:enquiries@sapere.org.uk
https://x.com/Thoughtful_p4c
https://bsky.app/profile/thoughtfulp4c.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/thoughtfulp4c.bsky.social

	Thoughtful
	Partnership Guide

	We are Thoughtful
	Partnership with Thoughtful
	Oportunities and options
	Costs
	Kinds of collaboration
	In becoming an HEI partner, we ask you to agree to work with Thoughtful to advance our mission to help people improve their learning and their lives through philosophical enquiry.

	Kinds of collaboration
	What students say
	University of Winchester students, 2023
	Sheffield Hallam University students, 2021
	University College London students, 2019

	How to sign up
	Please apply using this link: https://forms.office.com/e/UqgdBAj83H

	A message from our co-directors
	Emma Swinn MBE
	Dr Grace Lockrobin PhD

	Thanks
	To suport our work visit:  www. sapere.org.uk/support-us

	Keep in touch

